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Iran/lraq end another round of talks 

GENEVA (RJ — Ins ad lraq Ssada; ended four days of taendnsne 
ministerial talks on ways to torn Ihdr eight-month ceasefire into ■ peace 
s ett le me nt, eachblamhig fte other for the alienate. They held ■ total of 
five boars of «Maled “p r o xi mity talks” chaired by DJI. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de CaeBarv who admitted that tto progress had been 
acUend. After the latest , rood of negotiation ended at the United 
Nation’s European headquarters b) Geneva, Perez de CaeUar said both 
sides reaffirmed a conurafanenl to npfcoM a li-N.-brokered eemdfre which 
ended eight years of war m the Golf. Pens de Cocflnr said he would try to 
convene another mud of mfnfcteria) negotiations k June. “Bat we have 
made do real progress^, attbongb the process continees,” he added* He 
said the main stomhEng-blockg bad been identified, “and it is now ap to na 
to iron out the tfiffiaritics.” Iraqi Foreign Minster Tareq Aziz fold 
reporters: “I cannot ignore the fact that we haven’t made any progres s ." 
He accused Iran of not abiding by the spirit and letter of U.N. Security 
Conned Resolution 598, which fcras (he basis of a peace plan before the 
two delegations. 
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Cabinet reviews events, 
praises Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet, under the chairmanship 
-of Deputy Prime Minister and 
' Minister of Education Thouqan AI 
Hindawi, held a meeting Satur- 
day evening to discuss the unhap- 
py events that took place in some 
of the Kingdom's cities, and lis- 
tened to a report about these 
events from the- ministers of in- 
formation and interior. 

The Cabinet expressed confi- 
dence in the citizens of various 
cities around the Kingdom for 


their ability, through awareness, 
nationalism and cooperation with 
the specialised security author- 
ities, to contain the events and 
restore calm, security and order. 

The Cabinet also expressed its 
highest appreciation for the in- 
tensified and continuous effort of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, who served as 
Regent, in his supervision and 
follow-up on the containment of 
the events. 


Kuwait voices full 
support for Jordan 

KUWAIT (Petra) — Jordan’s 
security and stability are vital for 
the security and stability of the 
whole Arab region, and Kuwait 
stands solidly in support of the 
Kingdom, Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah has said. 

In an interview published Sun- 
day in the Kuwaiti daily Al- 
Anbaa, Sheikh Saad voiced full 
confidence in the wisdom of His 
Majesty King Hussein and the 
Jordanian leadership and said 
such wisdom was capable of 
maintaining and advancing stabil- 
ity and security in Jordan and the 
region. 


Sheikh Saad noted that the 
region was witnessing many 
events and faring many chal- 
lenges and utmost cane should be 
exercised to stabilise the situation 
in the region and support the 
march towards Arab so li clarity . 

Sheikh Saad described the 16- 
month-old uprising in the occu- 
pied territories as a white page in 
the struggle of the Palestinian 
people and said it had attracted 
world-wide attention and sup- 
port. He expressed optimism that 
the present American administra- 
tion would show understanding of 
the national and political rights of 
the Palestinian people. 


Arafat, Mitterrand to 
meet in Paris in May 

PARIS (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 

Chairman Yasser Arafat will pay 
his first official visit to France in 
early May for talks with President 
Francois Mitterrand, Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas said 
Sunday. 

Mitterrand had previously de- 
clared his intention to meet Ara- 
fat in France tins year. State-mn 
Radio France International re- 
ported Saturday Arafat would be 
in Paris May 2 and 3. 

Dumas, in a radio interview 
Sunday, confirmed that (he visit 
would take place in “the first days 
of May.” 

“It is an official visit since it has 
been organised by the head of 
state," be said. 

The PLO’s drive for interna- 
tional support has gathered pace 
since it recognised Israel's right to 
exist and rejected terrorism last 
December. 

Arafat has met Pope John 
Paul and Western European lead- 
ers, but his official visit to France, 
one of the three permanent West- 
ern members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, represents a major 
diplomatic coup. The United 
Slates and Britain have announced 
no plans to receive him at the 


highest level. 

Shamir unhappy 

. . _ Interviewed on French Televi- 
-siea^Pam as -said fiance remains 
“a close friend of Israel." 

But Israeli Prime Minister Sha- 
mir said in an interview with 
Israel army radio that he sees the 
planned visit “with gravity." 

“President Mitterrand presents 
himself as a friend of Israel, but 
what be does today totally 
opposes any friendly treatment of 
Israel," Shamir said. 

Dumas said France takes into 
account Israel's concerns, but 
also “the reality of the Palestinian 




le said the actions of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) last year in Algiers and 
statements try Arafat in Decem- 
ber accepting the right of Israel to 
exist and renouncing terrorism 
made the visit possible. 

Dumas noted that Arafat 
already has made official visits to 
Greece, Spain and Italy, and has 
been received by Pope John Paul 
II. 

Dumas and other French fore- 
ign ministers have met with Ara- 
fat on several occasions, but nev- 
er before in Paris. 


* De Mita sees 
chance for peace 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Italy’s 
Prime Minister Ciriaco de Mita 
arrived here Sunday, saying that 
Arabs have moderated their 
stance towards Israel and the 
chance to open Middle East 
peace talks should not be lost. 

At a red-carpet welcoming 
ceremony, de Mira said Italy was 
always “pursued a sound and 
open dialogue with all the parties 
concerned in the Middle East 
conflict." 

“The international scene, 
marked by ... the recent evolu- 
tion towards moderation by some 
of the parties involved in the 
dispute, has lain the foundations 
for: favourable developments 
which must not be neglected." 

In his brief remarks he did not 
mention the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) by name, 
but Italy has long favoured peace 
talks with ihe PLO. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir is a 
staunch opponent of such dia- 
logue. 

In a welcoming speech Shamir 
said Israel would seek “increased 
bilateral cooperation to bring 
peace to our region." 

0c* Mita, accompanied by 
Powfea Munster Giauo Andreot- . 
d. 3^ greeted by Shamir and 
VW^emier Shimon Peres. 

's honour guard did 
e customary 21-gun 
fearing that the gunshots 
ICWe wcai residents into 
there was an attack, 
reported. 

De fcfica i* hcrt On a 48-bour 



visit that will include talks with 
Shamir, Peres, President Chaim 
Herzog and leading Palestinian 
figures from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir is expected to seek 
European support for Palestinian 
elections' 

De - Mita's visit is the first by 
any European leader since Sha- 
mir outlined his (flections plan to 
U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington earlier this month. 

S hamir aide Yossi Ahimeir 
said: “The prime minister will 
emphasise the only role the Euro- 
peans can play is to convince 
Arab states to adopt Mr. Sha- 
mir’s plan and to encourage the 
Arabs to come to tbe negotiating 
table for direct talks." 

De Mita's visit reciprocates one 
by Shamir to Italy 14 months ago. 
when he faced protests over 
Israel’s handling of the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

Italy was the first European 
Community state to receive PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat after last 
November's proclamation of an 
independent Palestinian state. 

Israeli officials say privately 
they hope the Italians will say 
Shamir's election proposal is 
worthy of consideration. 

•The visit might become quite 
important because it will be the 
first opportunity to convince the 
Europeans, if not to give foil 
support to what is becoming a 
U.S.-Israefi idea, then at least to 
keep tbe door open,** a foreign 
ministry source said. 



His Msyesty King Hussein with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Sunday (Petra photo) 

Iraqi leader pays brief visit to Jordan 

King reassures Iraqi 
president on situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein paid a brief working visit to Jordan Sunday 
evening during which His Majesty King Hussein 
briefed him on the situation in the wake of the 
recent regrettable incidents in the Kingdom and 
reassured the Iraqi leader that Jordan would 
continue to remain a fortress safeguarding Arab 
interests in the face of all threats and challenges. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said tbe King 
reaffirmed that Jordan would continue to remain 
committed to the principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt and defend its sister members in tbe Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) as well as any other 
Arab country against any threats. 

The King said he was determined to deal with 
the root causes behind the events in Jordan in a 
very short time and with all available means, 
relying on the awareness of the people and their 


sense of responsibility towards the country and its 
future, Petra said. 

The King also briefed the Iraqi leader on the 
outcome of his recent visits to France and the 
United States and the impressions he gained from 
his meetings with French President Francos 
Mitterrand, U.S. President George Bush and 
other senior American officials, Petra said. 

The King’s talks with President Hussein and an 
iflar His Majesty hosted for the Iraqi leader were 
attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Royal Court Chief Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and the King's political advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh. 

The Iraqi president, who left shortly after the 
iflar, was accompanied by Minister of Informa- 
tion and Culture Latif Nusseif Jassem. 



wounded in Gaza 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) -~ 
Israeli forces shot and wounded 
33 Palestinians, mostly children 
or teenagers, in the occupied Gaza 
Strip Sunday in a fresh outbreak 
of violence which has intensified 
during the fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Palestinians and hospitals said 
soldiers opened fire during stone- 
th rowing protests which erupted 
in several districts after masked 
Palestinians began setting up 
roadblocks and scrawling graffiti 
on walls. 

At least 24 of the 33 injured 
were children or teenagers. 
Palestinians said the casualties 
included a four-year-old, two six- 
year-olds and an eight-year-old. 


all from the Daraj district of Gaza 
City. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
police summoned 35 Jewish set- 
tlers for questioning after arson 
attacks and window-smashing in 
Kharbata village Saturday night 
in retaliation for alleged Palesti- 
nian stone-throwing. 

The settlers, from the nearby 
190-member Nili settlement, 
were suspected of burning down 
two stores and shooting holes in 
water tanks in the village. 

Underground leaders of the 
I6-month-old uprising had urged 
Palestinians to escalate attacks 
from Sunday to Tuesday. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment in Gaza dedicated the vio- 


lence to the Badr Battle in the 
year 624 when Muslims, led by 
the Prophet Mohammad, defe- 
ated non-believers. .. 

Violent protests have increased 
in the Gaza Strip, a bastion of 
Islamic fundamentalism, since 
Ramadan two weeks ago and five 
Palestinians were killed in a raid 
by border police on the West 
Bank village of Nahalin. 

Hospitals said 10 people were 
wounded in three districts of 
Gaza City, six in Khan Younis, 
six in Beit Hanoun, three in 
Jabalya camp, three in Nuseirat 
camp, two in Sha’ti camp, two in 
Rafah town, and one in Moghazi 
camp. 


King returns home 
after U.S. visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen 
Noor retained home 
Sunday morning fol- 
lowing a five-day 
working visit to the 
U.S. 

During his visit. King Hussein 
held talks with U.S. President 
George Bush, U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker and Secretary 
of Defence Richard Cheney as 
well as senior administration offi- 
cials and a large number of U.S. 
congressmen. 

Tbe discussions covered the 
latest developments on the inter- 
national level, the Middle East 
issue and Jordanian-U.S. rela- 
tions. 

The talks stressed the import- 
ance of reviving and following up 
efforts aimed at securing a just, 
comprehensive and lasting peace 
based on U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 which 
state the principle of exchanging 
land for peace and guaranteeing 
the security of all states in the 
region and the attainment of tbe 
rijpits of the Palestinian people. 

The new. U.S. administration 
expressed its deep appreciation 
for Jordan’s effective and con- 
structive role under the lead- 
ership of King Hussein, a role 
aimed at finding a comprehensive 
settlement of the Middle East 
problem, stressing Washington's 
intention to support Jordan in the 
military. and economic fields. 

During his visit. King Hussein 
also met with editors of the 
Washington Post and the Amer- 
ican television networks CNN 
and ABC and explained the basic 

K rs that form the general 
ework of Jordan’s position 
towards the latest developments 
in the Middle East issue, taking 
into consideration the dynamics 
and latest political givens, namely 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) acceptance of 
Resolution 242 and the organisa- 
tion's willingness to participate in 
negotiations aimed at finding a 
peaceful settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

His Majesty said: “Jordan 
(which) has always supported the 
PLO, the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. cannot but reaffirm this sup- 
port and advance the positive 
direction and steps which has 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are received upon their 
return home Sunday by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
(Petra photo). 


been chosen / the organisation's 
leadership aimed at realising the 
aspirations of the Palestinian peo- 
ple by regaining their legitimate 
rights, including tbe right to self- 
determination and the right of 
determining their future.'' 

During a visit to New Vork, 
King Hussein delivered a lecture 
at the Council of Foreign Rela- 
tions on the general situation in 
the Middle East, in particular 
about the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
clarifying Jordan's position vis-a- 
vis the peace process. 

King Hussein explained Jor- 
dan's contribution to that process 
in crystalising the pillars of a just 
and comprehensive peace in the 
face of extremist conflicts that 
have thus far deprived the area of 
the peace. 

Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Cypus Vance presented King 
Hussein to the audience, high- 
lighting King Hussein's status at 
the regional and international 
levels and his constant en- 
deavours to achieve peace. He 
also spoke of Jordan’s large role 
in international relations, a role 
which has given tbe Kingdom an 
important weight surpassing the 
country’s geographic and mate- 
rial size. 

The King also visited Boston 
where he received an honorary 
doctorate degree in law from the 
University of Boston. At the 
ceremony tbe university’s presi- 
dent, John Seebler, and former 
U.S. Ambassador Herman Ailits 
— who currently heads the uni- 
versity’s centre for Middle East 


Studies lauded King Hussein's wisdom 
and courage as well as efforts he 
exerted in building and develop- 
ing Jordan. They also praised 
Jordan’s achievements under His 
Majesty's leadership, which com- 
bined the traditional with the 
modern, and the Kingdom's 
progress despite all obstacles and 
difficulties. 

The speakers also expressed 
great appreciation for His Majes- 
ty’s efforts towards achieving 
peace in the Middle East. 

King Hussein replied with a 
brief speech in which he express- 
ed his pride in and appreciation 
of the university and City of 
Boston for granting him the hon- 
orary degree. His Majesty talked 
about peace as a human value 
and the importance of achieving 
peace in the Middle East. 

King Hussein said it was time 
for Israel to respond to the posi- 
tive developments in the Palesti- 
nian position, which has received 
support from all Arabs. 

His Majesty made a one-day 
trip to France on his way to the 
U.S.. during which he met with 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and senior French offi- 
cials. 

Receiving King Hussein and 
Queen Noor upon their arrival 
were His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, royal family mem- 
bers, senior civil and military 
officials, the ambassadors of 
ACC states in Amman and the 
French and American charge 
d'affaires in Amman. 



Shells pound Beirut 
amid ceasefire hopes 


Saves of people queue for bread Id a Beirut bqkery. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Shells slammed into Beirut and 
nearby hilltop towns early Sunday as Lebanon’s acting 
Prime Minister Salim Al Hoss called for political reforms 
ahead of Arab League efforts to end tbe 14-year-old civil 
war. 

Security sources quoted by Reuters said a French tanker 
with much-needed fuel docked at the refinery of Zahrani 
after waiting offshore for more than a week for permission 
to berth. 

The tanker was to unload a third of its 6,000 tonnes of 
fuel at the refinery in South Lebanon and then head north 
to unload tbe rest at the power station of Zonk, tbe sources 
said. 

Artillery shells blasted residential areas in east Beirut and 
towns nearby, renewing a barrage which was killed at least 
280 people in the past six weeks. 

Shells also exploded at the port of Jounieh in sporadic 
attacks which ended before dawn. 

Sunday was the sixth day of a relative lull during which 
Beirut's 1.5 million people, fearing new bombardments, 
have stockpiled food and piled more sandbags around their 
homes and shelters. 

Hoss told Al Diyar newspaper that Muslims should be 
given more say in a Christian-dominated system under 
which traditionally the president has been a Christian and 
the prime minister a Sunni Muslim. 

He said Arab League foreign ministers, who meet in 
Tunis Wednesday to try to resolve the crisis, should seek an 
end to a blockade of militia ports imposed last month by the 
rival military administration of Major-General Michel 
Aoun. 

The blockade sparked the fiercest artillery duels of the 
War, pitting Amin’s troops against Syrian forces and 
Lebanese militias. 

Al Diyar, an independent paper based in east Beirut, said 
the Arab League meeting would be “the compass which will 
determine the path that the crisis will follow." 

Western diplomats said some European countries, parti- 
cularly France which this month sent a hospital ship to 
evacuate scores of wounded civilians, felt the United 
Nations make mediation efforts if the Arab League 
initiative failed. 

But Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad 
Al Sabah, head of the Arab League mediating committee, 
said Saturday there was no need for other international 
involvement. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said Sunday that 
the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council 
had agreed to give Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar a mandate to seek peace in Lebanon. 

Dumas said in a French television interview that the 10 
other members of the council were now being asked to 
support the proposal, which would direct Perez de Cuellar 
to work with the Arab League in searching for a resolution 
to the longstaning conflict. 

“Last night, at France’s request, the five representatives 
of the permanent members of the Security Council agreed 
on the proposal I made giving Mr. Perez de Cuellar a 
mandate to intervene in Lebanon,” Dumas said. 

The text of the French proposal has not been made 
public. Diplomatic sources at the United States said It called, 
for a ceasefire to end the latest round of fighting, expressed 
“grave concern” for the residents of Beirut and reaffirmed 
support for the Arab League efforts to negotiate peace in 
Lebanon. 


Sbaraa in UAE 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq Al Sharaa arrived In Abu 
Dhabi unexpectedly Sunday for talks on the Lebanese crisis 
with officials in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Sharaa was quoted by the UAE official news agency 
WAM as saying he planned to exchange views with the 
UAE officials on the developments in the Middle East 
region and in Lebanon. He : did not elaborate. ' ■" 

Officials here said Sharaa was expected to meet President 
Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nahyan during the two-day 
visit. 

The trip came four days ahead of the emergency meeting 
of the Arab League council on Lebanon. 

The UAE is a member of tee six-member committee 
entrusted with finding a settlement for the crisis in Lebanon. 
It is headed by Kuwaiti foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Ai Sabah. 

The other members are Jordan, Sudan, Algeria and 

Tunisia. 

The Arab League council might call for an emergency 
Arab summit conference to discuss tee crisis. Envoys of 
King Hassan II of Morocco were touring Arab capitals 
lobbying support for convening such a meeting next 
month. (See page 2). 
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Morocco launches 
campaign for summit 


By Jonathan Clayton 

Reuter 

RABAT — King Hassan has launched a diplomatic 
drive for an emergency Arab summit in Morocco 
next month to rally support behind the new Palesti- 
nian peace strategy. 


Diplomats said the summit 
would bring together Egypt and 
Syria for the first time in a decade 
and would implicitly back Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
recognition of Israel's right to 
exist. 

‘The king is going all out for a 
summit. It would be a moderate, 
history-making summit. He is one 
of the few Arab leaders who 
could pull this off,” said a senior 
Western diplomatic source. 

“The decisions of this summit 
would put an end to any existing 
doubt regarding the non-equivoc- 
al Arab will to build peace and to 
live peacefully with all states in 
the area,” King Hassan said in a 
speech last month. 

Three of the king’s close advis- 
ers are touring Middle East capit- 
als to sound out Arab leaders on 
the summit. 

Diplomats say Syria is willing 
to attend, but that problems still 
remained over what formula to 


use to ensure Egypt did. 

Cairo was expelled from the 
Arab League for its separate trea- 
ty with Israel and has yet to be 
formally readmitted. 

Damascus has informally told 
other Arabs it would not oppose 
Cairo's readmission but would 
similarly not do anything to assist 
it. 

His Majesty King Hussein said 
earlier this month Jordan and 
other members of four-member 
Arab Cooperation Council, 
which includes Egypt, would 
boycott the summit unless Cairo 
attends. 

“There is no question of a 
summit without Egypt. The king 
wants to bring all the main play- 
ers together and there are many 
things going in his favour,” an 
Arab diplomat said. 

Arafat wants Arab backing at a 
summit to improve the PLO’s 
negotiating position with the Un- 
ited States and against Israel. 

He is under pressure from 


Washington to make more con- 
cessions and from Palestinian 
hardliners who feel he has 
already gone too far. 

In order to open a dialogue 
with the United States, Arafat 
recognised Israel's right to exist, 
accepted U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338, and renounced ter- 
rorism. 

Syrian backing for his peace 
strategy would greatly strengthen 
Arafat's band, Palestinian 
sources say. 

Arafat, recently elected presi- 
dent of Palestine, sees the summit 
as the next step on the road to 
holding an international Middle 
East peace conference — the 
main plank in the PLO’s peace 
plan. 

“The fact the. king has come 
out into the open on this must 
mean things are going his way. If 
I had to bet, 1 would say there 
will be a summit and it will have 
an outcome viewed favourably by 
Washington,'* a U.S. diplomatic 
source said. 

Washington would like Arab 
Backing for Arafat's new strategy 
to browbeat the Israelis into mak- 
ing some, concessions. 

Diplomats say many people 
feel the time is right for a summit 
on the Palestinian question. 

Morocco has been awash with 
rumours for months that the king 



Kabul, Islamabad 
in war of words 



r 


King Hanan Q 

was planning a spectacular Mid- 
dle East peace initiative, but the 
issue came out into the open 
when Arafat unexpectedly ar- 
rived in the country two weeks 
ago. / ' 

Well-informed sources say the 
king told Arafat of the positive 
Syrian attitude and sought to 
allay his fears that there would be 
□o s ummi t at all if Saudi Arabia's 


King Fahd did not act soon. 
t King Hassan — who has been 
in close contact with both Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
and King Fahd — had already 
been given the green light to go 
for the emergency summit, the 
sources say. 

A successful summit would be 
a triumphant return to the centre 
stage of Arab politics for King 
Hassan who was shunned by 
many countries after he met Shi- 
mon Peres, then Israeli prune 
minister, m the summer of 1986. 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghan Defence Minister 
Shahnawaz Tanai threatened in 
an interview published Sunday to 
rocket Pakistan in retaliation for 
increasing rebel attacks in Afgha- 
nistan. 

The official Afghan news agen- 
cy Bakhtar quoted him as saying 
that Pakistan’s military involve- 
ment in tiie Afghan war was 
undeniable. 

'Therefore, Afghanistan can 
give itself the right to display a 
similar reaction to the attacks of 
foreign states,” he said. 

But Pakistani Prime Minster 
Benazir Bhutto told reporters in 
the. north-western city of Pesha- 
war that if the war was brought 
across the border Pakistan was 
capable of dealing with it. 

Tanai's interview, monitored in 
Islamabad, was the most direct of 
a series of warnings to Pakistan 
since the last Soviet troops pulled 
out in mid-February. 

He cited frequent rocket 
attacks on Kabul and other towns 
as signs of what he called rebel 
attempts to escalate the 10-year- 
old war and said Pakistani milit- 
ary interference had “remarkably 
increased” during the past two 
months. 

“The patience shown by 
Afghanistan is not endless,” he 
said, and added: “The Pakistani 
side should understand that the 


soil of Pakistan, like Afghanistan, 
can be subjected to rocket attacks 
as well.** 

Pakistan has supported the 
Mujahedeen rebels for years. But 
it deities Kabul's charges that its 
troops are fighting alongside 
them in recent intensified 
onslaughts in eastern Afgha- 
nistan. 

“Pakistan is in no way involved 
in this war,” Bhutto said in 
Peshawar. “But if the war is 
spread across the Pakistan border 
and whatever step is taken in this 
direction, we are capable enough 
to give a reply. We will give a 
reply.” 

The New York Times reported 
Monday that the rebel assault as 
on the eastern Afghan town or 
Jalalabad was ordered by the 
Pakistani government with the 
knowledge of the U.S. ambassa- 
dor in Islamabad. 

The attack on Jalalabad was 
ordered against the advice of die 
Pakistani director of military in- 
telligence, the newspaper re- 
ported. There was no Afghan 
present March 5 when the deci- 
sion was made. 

The assault on the town began 
March 6, the night after the meet- 
ing, and is now mired in its 
seventh week. 

A Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
official denied tile newspaper re- 
port 


Guarded optimism brightens U.S. view of Mideast 



George 


By Gene Gibbons .< 
Rcuier 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush, buoyed by a 
round of talks with key Middle 
East leaders, sees a ray of hope 
for peace in the region but big 
obstacles remain. 

“We’ve got some pretty 
healthy political discussion 
going on.” said a State Depart- 
ment Middle East policy 
planner. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified, referred to the 
president's meetings with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir of Israel and His 
Majesty King Hussein, as well 
as the new U.S. dialogue with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 


Bush told reporters Thurs- 
day that Shamir's proposal for 
elections in the occupied terri- 
tories “offers some promise" of 
advancing the Middle East 
peace process. 

But outside experts said the 
next phase of Bush's step-by- 
step peacemaking approach — 
fleshing out the proposal — 
will pose a real challenge for 
the U.S. administration. 

“There me several differ- 
ences between the United 
States and Israel and they are 
critical differences that have to 
be addressed." said Fred Axle- 
gard, an analyst at the Centre 
for Strategic and International 
Studies, a private think-tank. 

The proposal calls for elec- 
tions to select Palestinians to 
work out arrangements with 
Israel for limited self-govern- 


ment in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

After an undefined transi- 
tion period when the Palesti- 
nians would run their own 
affairs under Israeli military 
control, it envisions negotia- 
tions on the core issue — a 
permanent solution of the 
Palestinian problem. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
said Thursday he would accept 
internationally supervised elec- 
tions on the West Bank before 
a complete Israeli withdrawal, 
but only if they were part of a 
package that led to complete 
Palestinian se^-de termination. 

“The election (is) not (to be) 
followed by negotiations. The 
election is a part of exercising 
of onr people for their self- 
determination,” Arafat said in 
a television interview. 


“The question now is can the 
Israelis be moved to accept 
conditions for such elections 
and negotiations to make the 
proposal a practical one?” 
Robert Neumann, a former 
American ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, said in an interview. 

While Ne umann estimated 
that there was only a one-in- 
five chance the election plan 
would succeed, he applauded 
the administration's determina- 
tion to explore it. 

“It is the function of di- 
plomacy to explore every ave- 
nue and I think the president is 
right to look into it," he said. 

When asked how he would 
follow up on his discussions 
with Mubarak, the King and 
Shamir, Bush said he planned 
to talk to more Middle Eastern 


leaders. 

U.S. officials said backstage 
diplomacy would first clarify 
the Israeli plan. 

“We want to know what kind 
of elections would be held, how. 
they would be linked to nego- 
tiations, who would participate 
and how they would be super- 
vised,” one policymaker said-. 

He said no deadline had 
been set but independent 
analysts said Bush probably 
had only until mid-summer be- 
fore he had to decide on his 
next move. 

They said the U.S. effort to 
move the peace process along 
had to show some results fairly 
soon to stave off pressure on 
Arafat from the PLO’s hard- 
line wing to abandon the di- 
plomatic tra^k. 


Hardline theologians 
rally behind Raf sanjani 


'vf- u 


NICOSIA I Agencies) — A hard- 
line Iranian theological group is 
backing Parliament Speaker 
Hasheml Rafsanjani as a candi- 
date for the presidency, which 
fails vacant later this year. 

The official Islamic’ Republic 
News Agency, IRNA. monitored 
in Nicosia, quoted the daily news- 
paper Resalat as saying the Jame 
Ruhaniyate Mubarez (Assembly 
of Combatant Theologians) unani- 
mously backed the speaker's can- 
didacy. 

Rafsanjani. who also serves as 
acting commander in chief of the 
armed forces and was regarded 
one of the leading so-called prag- 
matists in the Tehran hierarchy, 
already has announced his can- 
didacy. 

A presidential election is due in 
late summer. President Ali 
Khamenei, whose second four-' 
year term expires in September, 
is not eligible to run for a third 
four-year term under the con- 
stitution. 

Rafsanjani also has received 
backing from another hardline 
croup, Ruhaniyune Mubarez 
(Combatant- Theologians). 

But their support was 
announced before the purge of 
moderates that followed Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini's Feb. 14 death threat 
against British author Salman 


Rushdie and his campaign to re- 
vive fundamentalist fervor. 

The death decree was issued on 
the ground that Rushdie blas- 
phemed against Islam in his novel 
“The Satanic Verses.” 

Rafsanjani initially appeared 
reluctant to back Khomeini in a 
move that effectively cut Iran's 
newly restored ties with the West, 
but later fell in line. 

A skilled political manoeuvre, 
he is credited with masterminding 
Iran's acceptance of the United 
Nattons-sponsored ceasefire in 
the war with Iraq that took effect 
last Aug. 20. 

On Friday, Rafsanjani 
announced that a U.S. spy net- 
work that included senior naval 
officers who allegedly betrayed 
Iranian warship movements in 
the Gulf, had been uncovered. 

He said the alleged network 
also was involved in plots to 
overthrow Khomeini’s fun- 
damentalist government and that 
the arrests had exposed the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency's 
(CIA) activities across the Middle 
East. 

The accuracy of the speaker’s 
claims was impossible to verify. 
But his announcement appeared 
intended to stir anti-Western 
sentiment to deflect attention 
from political developments and 
serious economic problems. 


Hardliners like Interior Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Mohtashemi have - 
tightened their grip on power 
recently at the expense of moder- 
ates like Rafsanjani, who has 
sought to build bridges to the 
West to end Iran’s isolation after 
the eight-year Gulf war. 

Rafsanjani recently has been 
touring military bases calling for 
support for Khomeini. 

His position as acting comman- 
der-in-chief was eroded last 
month, when Khomeiai 
appointed one of bis aides as the 
comissar of the 350,000^trong 
Revolutionary Guards Corps. 

Interna] power struggle 

Rafsanjani and his allies have 
also been seeking to amend the 
constitution to give the presiden- 
cy more power by abolishing the 
post of prime minister, currently 
held by Hussein Musavi. 

The presidency is one of sever- 
al competing -power centres in 
Iran, and the diversity- of deci- 
sion-making has intensified the 
internal power-struggle. 

The Tehran Times said Sunday 
the abolition of the post of prime 
minister will allow the Iranian 
executive to perform belter. 

The English-language news- 
paper which is close to the foreign 
ministry, said “the omission of 
the post of premier... will end the 








Iran hits Bush; media 
over alleged CIA spies 








Rafsanjani 

present bifurcate nature Of the 
executive body and as such will 
be a boost to a better perform- 
ance by the body.” 

The proposal to omit the post 
of prime minister from a new 
Iranian constitution was seen by 
those in favour “as facilitating 
cooperation with the nation’s 
chief, the president," the news- 
paper said in an editorial. 

“But some are’ against the 
proposal as they think this wQl no 
longer allow the Majlis (parlia- 
ment) to give- its vote of confi- 
dence to the president's choice 
for premiership," IRNA quoted 
the editorial as saying. - 
“The amcodenints "may... 
make it possibfe-for the Majlis to 
enjoy its right of overseeing the 
operations of the government," 
the Tehran Times added. 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
newspaper said Sunday the un- 
covering of a U.S. espionage net- 
work was the first defeat for 
President George Bush in Iran. 
• It also criticised Western media 
Coverage of the spy report, sing- 
ling out the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), the Voice of 
America and Radio Israel. 

The Farsi-language daily Abrar 
said: “The discovery of the latest 
espionage ring is not the first 
U.S. defeat in Iran but tire first 
for President Bush." 

An editorial carried by the 
Iranian news agency IRNA said it 
confirmed that the United States 
did not wish to establish a ration- 
al relationship with Iran. 

IRNA quoted Abrar as saying 
the Western press coverage indi- 
cated that the effect went beyond 
Iran and the region to U.S. in- 
telligence networks throughout 
the world. 

"Having sensed the develop- 
ment, the West and especially the 
U.S., hastily moved to talk about 
a military coup attempt in Iran 
and subsequent arrest of several 
military officers.” 

“The idea is to attribute all 
these developments in Iran as 
part of a power struggle,” the 
editorial said. 

“One such move was a BBC 
report that most of those arrested 
are Iranians and not Americans 
and many personnel of the navy," 


it said. “This move too aimed at 
portraying the issue as a domestic 
one." 

“By stating that those arrested 
are Iranians the Western media 
want to deanse the hands of the 
U.S. in this affair," Abrar said. 

“La a similar move, Radio 
Israel and the Voice of America 
tried to link the uncovering of the 
spy ring to a military coup," it 
added. 

“The U.S. presidential spokes- 
man said whenever Tehran was in 
need of world attention, it re- 
sorted to such claims.” 

“Political analysts consider 
these premature reactions a con- 
sequence of dizziness caused by 
the latest blow on the U.S. and 
the CIA (Central Intelligence 
Agency)," Abrar said. 

The English-language daily 
Kayhan International, usually 
haixUine on foreign policy, said 
the Irangate scandal has not yet 
been forgotten and there were 
still questions about Bush’s in- 
volvement. 

“However, with the latest inci- 
dent Washington finds itself in a 
bigger scandal,” it said. 

“The U.S. politicians, the self- 
proclaimed human rights activ- 
ists, will find it difficult to justify 
establishment of a ring of espion- 
age in a sovereign state as Iran,” 
Kayhan said. 


Saudi Arabia gives PLO $12 million 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia has donated S12 sbBkhi to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), die Palestinian ambas- 
sador to Riyadh was quoted Sunday as saying. Saudi Arabia made 
the payment in two instalments, the Saudi Press Agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, quoted envoy Rafiq A1 Natsba as saying 
Riyadh said in December it would pay the. PLO & mflfema 
month to back the Palestinian uprising in the Israeh-occnpied 
West Ban k and G aza Strip, now in its; 17th 'month.. A Saudi 
Arabian commitment made m l978 to pay the PLO a total of S850 

million expired in January. . 

Food poisoning hits Kuwaiti guardsmen 

• KUWAIT (R) — Seventy-three Kuwaiti National Guard trainees 
were rushed to hospital Saturday suffering from food poisoning, 
tbe Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) reported. The trainees, who 
ail ate the same meal to end the daily fast of tbe holy month of 
Ramadan* were released within two horns. On April 8, 391 
Kuwaiti police cadets became violently sick after eating a 
Ramadan meal prepared by a local catering company, KUNA 
said. 

S. Arabia pardons hundreds to mark Ramadan 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia pardoned hundreds of prisoners 
when the holy month of Ramadan began April 6 and more are 
expected to be freed before it ends. “Hundreds of prisoners have 
been freed on the first of Ramadan,” the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) Sunday quoted Deputy Interior Minister Prince Ahmad 
Ibn Abdul Aziz as saying. Prince Ahmad said be expected several 
more prisoners would be freed by the end of the fasting month in 
May. He thanked wealthy Saudi people “who paid prisoners’ 
debts and enabled a huge number oL prisoners to return home 
after spending several months in jaiL" 

18 extremists indicted in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — A group of 18 Muslim fundamentalists, 
including four minors, were indicted and referred tb court 
Saturday in connection with recent unrest at a Cairo area where 
five people were killed. The semi-official newspaper AI Abram 
said the defendants were charged with possessing weapons and 
explosives for use in breaking the law and public order, 
endangering-people’s lives and resorting to force and violence in 
resisting law enforcers. The penalties for the charges range 
between execution and life imprisonment, according to Al 
Ahram. The 14 adults were referred to a state security oourt and 
the four minors to a juvenile court under the same charges. The 
charges were made in connection with last August unrest in 
Cairo’s working-class district of Elu Shams where two police 
officers and three civilians were killed. More than 3000 extremists 
were arrested at the time. The government said most were 
affiliated with Jihad, an underground Muslim fundamentalist 
group blamed for the 1981 assassination of President Anwar Sadat 
and a subsequent abortive coup attempt. 

Bodies of Kurdish rebels found in dump 

ISTANBUL (R) — Three bodies and a bead, presumed to be the 
remains of four Kurdish rebels, were found Saturday buried near 
Siirt in southeast Turkey in a municipal dump. The semi-official 
Anatolian news agency quoted Siirt prosecutor Mustafa Erdogan 
as saying the bodies belonged tp “terrorists" killed in a dash 
with security forces. Such terms generally refer to guerrillas of the 
Kurdish Workers Party, who launched an armed rebellion in 
1984, since when more than 1,300 people have been killed. 




udanese militants 
attack destitute home 


KHARTOUM (R) — Islamic 
militants in Sudan attacked a 
Roman Catholic centre for the 
destitute and dying injuring a nun 
and three other people seriously, 
a Khartoum newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

The English-language Sudan 
Times said members of the 
National Islamic Front (NIF) 
stormed out of the mosque oppo- 
site after Friday prayers and 
attacked the hospice in Khar- 
toum’s twin dty of Omdurman. 

The newspaper said the mili- 
tants saw the attack as the first 
step in an all out war against the 
government for refusing to im- 
pose strict Islamic law on tbe 
country. 

They accused the church of 
supporting rebels of the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) who have been fighting 
since 1983 against what they see 
as domination of the south by tbe 
north. 

The newspaper quoted Sister 
Maria Victoria of the centre as 
saying that the attackers shouted 
at her and threw stones that hit 
her on the head and wrist, and 
smashed the windows of the cen- 
tre's lan drover. 

The centre booses some 140 
homeless poor and sick people 
and runs a feeding programme 
for malnourished children of 
shanty towns ringing Khartonm 
where many southern refugees 
live. 

Fifty inmates were present 


when the mob burst in but only 10 
have stayed. The remainder fear- 
ing fresh attacks by militants have 
run away in fright, the Sudan 
Times said. 

The newspaper quoted Sister 
Victoria who is being treated for 
two. bead injuries and a broken 
wrist, as saying they were rescued 
by neighbours who rushed out 
shouting, forcing the mob to dis- 
perse. 

Mahjoub Talha, the commis- 
sioner general of Khartoum pro- 
vince, said Saturday that such 
incidents will not be allowed to 
occur again and the culprits 
would be punished. 

Railway paralysed 

Sudan's railway network was 
paralysed Sunday due to a strike 
by employees demanding arrears 
of salary, a Khartoum newspaper 
reported. 

The Al Ayam newspaper said 
Sudan railways’ 33,000 workers 
obeyed a call for a five day strike 
Saturday and reported it was 100 
per cent successful. 

Sudan Railways Corporation 
said money to pay salaries was on 
its way but Al Ayam said workers 
had been promised payment by 
management several times and 
nothing bad materialised. 

_ Sudan railways is the country's 
biggest employer and moves ab- 
out a million tonnes of freight 
annually, including much needed 
food aid for starving refugees in 
the war-tom south: 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swtifieti 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

032785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AhuaatiatJeu Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Temsaola Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Annandatiea TcL 

623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman international Church Tel. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
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Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605 
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Bulletin supplied by the Department ol 
Meteorology 

Another drop ut temperatures will 
occur and winds will be northwesterly 
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moderate to fresh causing dust in the 
southern und central regions. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate dud seas calm. *. 


Amman;, ;J... 

Aqaba ;.... 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


. MinTmax. temp. 

: 14/26 

16/34 

12733 

16/33 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29, Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: . 

Dr. Jamal Abu. Baker 

Dr. Isaaui Abu Rim 

Dr. Al! As.'hd 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferfows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy- 

Nairouth pharmacy •..., 

Al pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 


.746436 

.681967 

,SW919= 

, 846070, 

.'661912. 
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.637055 
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.636730 

.644945 


Shine isani pharmacy 637660 
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Dr. Aural Al Hayek (— ■) 
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.ZAKQfc. I - *. • V 

Dr. Giussm AtFaqih .....985417 

Khalifeh pharmacy- ■ 2-. 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Reescuc 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 62209093 

Blood Bank 1”7.: 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Depattmrtn • -• 

685111 

Hotel Complaints a - . . .tv .'.V.'. * . 605800 
Price Complaints .TjSM 176 .. 

Water and -Sewerage . -"-r 
■ ComplBnns-.-.r:.-. ,..'...J.-ffl7467 

Amman Municipality . V- 

Complaints .;787lil: 

Telephone Information . . 

{directory asasuoce) ....... 


Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repair 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .. 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 
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Jordan Electricity Authority 
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fiJ Flight Information 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 


... 623101 
..661101 
... 773111 
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,.680100 
... 815615 


..636381 

08-53200 

08-52000 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
KhaKdi Maternity, J. Asm . 
AJrikh Maternity, J. Amu... 

Jabal Amman Maternity.... 


Jabal Amman Maternity.... 

Mafhas.J. Amman 

Palestine .Shmdsani 

Shmefeairi Hospital 

University Hospital .......... 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....... 

The Islamic. Abdah ......... 

Al-AhS. Abdali I 

Italian, Al-Mulujreen 

Al-Basbir, J. Aahrafieh ..... 

Amy. Marks - 

Queen Aha Hospital ........ 

-AnuG Hospital 


. 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

642302 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

84584S 

,. 667227/9 
, 666127/37 
... 664164/6 
... 777101/3 
.775111/26 
. 891611/15 
.. 602240/50 
674155 


ZASQAr 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

X-ivyz National Hospital _ (09)99 1071 

ntMD: H0Sptal 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)27555 5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
IboAlNaflees Hospital. — (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information h supplied by, Royal 
Jontuma (RJ) ofmmtioa depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Alia Jnlenutimia/ 
Airport Td. (0ff)£22Gft5, where it 
should always be veriSed. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Twmlnal t) 

fet* Aqaba (RJ) . 

19:10 DamaScns(RJ) 

•Ml CairoflU) 

8W5 Sana’a Ouj 

•MO Kuwait (RJ)' 


0*45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 .... Larnaca (RJ) 

1&45 - : Cairo (RJ) 

18:10 ........... Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

Ifc30 - Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

09:10 Sana'a (LH 

12:15 Bagdad (IA 

13:34 Knw«t(KU 

1*35 ; -Cairo (MS 

17525. Paris (AF) 

2030 London (RJ) 

23:15 Baghdad (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

1655 Aqaba (RF) 

SM0 - Loudon (RJ) 

11:00 Brussels, Montreal, New York 
(RJ) 

11:45 Vienna, Chicago, Lot Angeles 

13=15 ??kaiifcfurt, Copenhagen g 

Mt00 (RJ) 

1M0 — .... Kuwait, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IMS .... Bahrain, Doha (Rll 

20:11 X. Baghdad OU) 

2fc20 Cairo (RJ) 

Dnbaf. Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

05-JI Cairo, London (BA) 


IMP Frankfurt (LH) 

1*20 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi. Sharjah <GF) 

IMP - Baghdad (JA) 

HteSS Kuwait (KU) 

Cairo (MSI 

l*- 2 ® - - Baghdad (AF) 

~.3sris AF) 


UppcrAowcr price 

Almond 

Apple 


Banana (Mukammar) 


Broad beans 

Cabbage — 

Carrots 

Gmfiflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates 


Qaxfic ........... 

Lemon — — 

Lettwx(perone) 

Marrow (tage) 

Marrow (snaD) 

OrmgefShammQoti) . 

Orange (Vocal) 

Onion (dry). 

Orion (green) 

fefpoOoQ.. 

Pepper (sweet) i 

Potato ......... 


Si4*wbeny„.......^,^ 

Tomatoes ■ — 


in fib per kg. 

600 / 500 

500 / 400 

350 / 300 

. — 300 / 250 
...... 280 / 220 

100/ 70 

» 70/ 40 

: — 170/120 
170/120 
. — 170/120 

460 / 400 

...... 180/140 

220/160 

350/300 

80/ 50 
L._. 60/ 30 
— . 130/ 90 

370 / 320 

380/520 
....... 100/ 60 

100/ 60 

...... 180/120 

320 / 340 
:...- 240/180 
. — 150/100 
„ 1500/ 1000 
. — 320/240 







National News 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS ' 

• ‘ s ~ 

CABLE OF THANKS: Pardidpants in the two-day meeting of the 
central council of the Arab International Labour Federation (AILF) 
Sunday cabled thanks and appreciation to His Majesty King Hussein 
for the hospitality and warm welcome accorded to them during their 
meetings in Amman (Petra). 

CROSSING BRIDGES: Public Security Departmenr sources said 
that the crossing of the King Hussein bridge and the Prince 
Mu h a mma d Bridge during Tuesday and Wednesday, the 25 and 26 of 
April wfl] be as follows: on April 25 the bridges will be open until 10 
a.m. so as to aSow the crossing of 750 passengers on the King 
Hussein bridge and 350 passengers on the Prince Muhammad bridge. 
The two bridges will be dosed after these numbers have crossed. On 
April 26, the two bridges will be completely dosed, and traffic will be 
as usual on the morning of April 27 (Petra). 

SOCIOLOGY: The Yarmouk University p ar tici p ated in' the third 
conference of the Arab Sociology Association held in Cairo last 
week. Or. Atcf Obaidat, from the department of human and social 
sciences at the university, presented to the conference a research 
paper on religion and the social change in the Arab society. The 
conference also discussed a number of research papers dealing with 
the relations of religion to politics, law, economy, media and culture 
(Petra). 

SEMINAR: A specialised scientific seminar on the advantages of the 
use of white corn in fodder mixtures was organised by the American 
fodder grain councel. Participating in the two day’s seminar, under 
the patronage of the minister of supply, were owners of fodder 
factories and agricultural companies, animal herders and chicken 
farmers (Petra). 

BUDGET: Ma’in budget for the year 1989 has amounted to JD| 
52,809, including an allocation of JD 4,500 for street lighting, ID 
1,028 for acquisition of land, JD 5,000 for the construction of a 
number of streets, and JD 15,400 fen die construction of boundary 
walls (Petra). 

INVITATION: Jordan's ambassador to Syria Nayef A1 Hadid 
Sunday met with Syrian Minister of Energy and extended to him an 
invitation by Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hisham AJ 
Khatib to visit Jordan during die second half of May. The visit is 
| aimed at consolidating bilateral cooperation in the fields of electricity 
and mineral resources (Petra). ' 

CHEMISTS DAY: Minister of Culture and National Heritage 
Mohammad A1 Hammonri win attend the special celebration held by 
the Jordan Chemists Association to mark World Chemists Day on 
Monday. On the occasion, a book exhibition will be held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre where the audience will be able to listen to scientific 
lectures (Petra). 

MAYORS: Preparatory will be made to hold a symposium for 
mayors, audit bureau controllers, and the municipality’s finance 
officers to discuss the relation between the local councils and the 
audit bureau and their joint responsibility, according to a decision 
taken Sunday after a meeting at the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. The meeting was at te nde d by the 
Ministry’s Secretary General Awad AJ Tal, Audit Bon?aU 'secretary 
general, mayors of Irbid, Madaba and Mafraq aad a number of 

municipal finance officers (Petra). — ■*— ; — ' 

ARAB ORGANISATIONS: Amman will be the venu e for a| 
threerday_rneeting of the working Arab group, emanating from the 
nine-member Arab ministerial committee, to discuss conditions of 
the common Arab League institutions. The g roup will discuss a 
formula whereby some branches or units of Arab organisations will 
be integrated to avoid duplication of work in the specialised Arab 
organisations. Taking part in the group’s meetings which start in 
Amman Monday will be Governor of Syria Bank Mohammad A1 
Sharif, Tayyeb AJ Sa’di from Algerian foreign ministry, Arab 
Organisations for Administrative Development's Secretary General 
Naser AJ Sayegh and Director of Economic coopera wtion and export 
promotion at the Ministry of Industry and Trade Asem Hindawi 
(Sawt A1 Shaab). 
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A1 Amin reviews progress in 
Amman development projects 


Min infer rtf Transport and Telecommunication 
Khakd A1 Hqj H«««" (with glasses) Sunday 
receives the visitfog Iraqi delegation and reviews 


with them transport relations between tbe two 
countries (Petra photo). 


Jordan, Iraq ease land transport 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Iraq have agreed that all Jorda- 
nian vehicles operating between 
Jordan and Baghdad be ex- 
empted from all fees and charges, 
which Iraq used to collect from 
Jordanian public transport vehi- 
cles, similar to the facilities and 
exemptions offered by Jordan to 
Iraqi vehicles. 

Toe agreement was announced 
Sunday during a meeting between 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Khalid Haj Hassan 
and Fayeq Abdul Rasoul, head of 
the Iraqi side to the meetings of 


the follow up committee which 
been formed to oversee the 
implementation of the decisions 
adopted by the Higher Joint 
Jordaman-Iraqi Committee. Haj 
Hassan reviewed with Abdul 
Rasoul the outcome of the talks 
currently underway between the 
Jordanian and Iraqi teams ou 
issues pertaining to linking the 
two countries with a railroad. 

Haj Hassan bailed the existing 
cooperation between both 
countries in tbe various fields, 
particularly in tbe transport 
sector. 


Yarmouk season begins 


IRBID (J.T.) — The Yarmouk 
University’s Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology 
has completed an excavation sea- 
son at the ancient site of Qom 
within the Beit Ras district, and 
work is now going on at Abul 
Tbawab and Am finaral anrf Bas- 
ta sites, according to Dr. 
Mu’awieh Ibrahim, the institute 
director. 

Mu’awieh told AI Ra’i Arabic 
daily that the Qom excavations 
carried out in cooperation with 
the Department of Antiquities 
resulted in the recovery of a 
whole floor of mosaics which 
according to initial studies had 
served as part of a building set up 
during the Umayyad era on a 
Byzantine building. 

Referring to the digs at Beit 
Ras. he said that tbe site contains 
Roman and Byzantme as well as 
Ottoman remains. In May. Ibra- 


By Hind Lam Mango 
“ SfKpot to 4fr£:JfardaB Turi^ 

William Wordsworth once said 
“all good poetry is the spon- 
taneous overflow of powerful 
feelings. It takes its origin from 
emotion recollected in tranquil- 
ity.” This saying describes the- 
powerful emotions emitted by tbe 
play “A Child’s Writing on a 
Wall” currently being held at the 
Ahliyyah School for Gills under 
the patronage of Her Royal High' 
ness Princess Basma. 

The script is director Samar 
Dudin Karajah’s interpretation of 
Mahmoud Shkeir’s works. With 
the help of her drama students, 
Karaj ah has improvised on 
Shkeir’s collection of short stor- 
ies for children. The Soldier and 
tbe Doll.” 

Lnbna A1 Nijdawi plays the 
role of Amineh the protagonist. 
Tbe story is about bow Amineh, a 
7-year-old, undergoes a enthral 
experience. For the fust time in 
her life, die is faced with complex 
concepts such as occupation, 
oppression, the meaning of a 


A Child’s Writing 
on a Wall — a 
successful play 


homeland, and soldiers. 

The play explores the reason- 
ing of a child who had never been 
exposed to violence. Amineh 
tries to understand the meaning 
of each concept by discussing the 
situation that she finds herself in 
with her two best friends. 

Ali is a youth who rebels 
against tbe occupying forces, and 
it is he who generates the action 
by his association and interaction 
with Amineh. Through him, the 
little girl 1 earns that the homeland 
is her doll, her home and every- 
thing that she holds dear. The 
destruction of her doll by Zionist 
soldiers symbolises the destruc- 
tive effect of Zionism on Pales- 
tine. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ An art exhibition by French artibt Jean-Francois Noble at Hay* 
Arts Centre. 

☆ An art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Royal 
Cultural Cadre. 

* An exhibition entitled “Architectural Development in Euro- 
pean Cities,” displaying photos depicting architectural develop- 
ment since medieval ages, at tbe Yarmouk University. 
it An exhibition entitled “Architecture in Jordanian Country- 
side’* by Ammar Khammasb at the Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology, the Yarmouk University. 

☆ An exhibftiOT of books and haixikrafts at Princess AHa College. 

☆ A scientific book exhibition at tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

it Ramadan open-air market, which includes foodstuff, dothes, 
home applian ces and children's toys at Mahatta, eastern 
Amman. 

it International Ramadan Souq, in which 14 Arab and Islamic 
. countries are part, at the International Ante Centre, 

'Queen Alia foternatiooal Airport Highway. 

FILMS 

it An Iraqi fifan entitled “The Game” at the Royal Cultural 

Centre — WW p.m. 

it A French fihn entitled “Uni Si JoBe Petite Plage” at tbe French 
Cultural Centre — • &30 p-m. 

THEATRE 

■fr An Arabk play entitled “Death Dreams” shown as part of the 
cultural fotival of the Jordanian co mmunity colleges, at the 
Royal Cited Centre — 8:00 p^. 


* Performances by fb& groups depi c ting t radition al songs and 
. - dapct i at the Roan Amphitheatre down town Amman after 


The play is filled with chorus- 
like scenes. These consist of 
young girls mimicking the action 
which rakes place on stage. Kara- 
jah who is also the choreog- 
rapher, utilises hand and body 
movements to express tbe highly 
charged scenes. Ike outstretched 
hands, the resisting walls — de- 
picted only by hand movement — 
the self-hugging postures, all por- 
tray a sense of bleakness and 
anguished frustration. 

Karajah explains that she is 
interested in ass imilating tbe chil- 
dren’s natural motions. 

“During creative movement 
classes. I jot down certain words 
and movements which I see a 
child do.” So, the choreography 
is basically composed of all chil- 
dren’s self-expressions. She says, 
“theorising while working with 
these age groups can sometimes 
complicate matters, disharmonis- 
ing is the essence behind the 
words. In my opinion, foe emo- 
tional medium begins before 
speech, and before thought-” 

Tbe age groups participating in 
foe play are seven to ten years for 
girls, mid 15 to 16 years for boys, 
who come from The Bishop 
School. Their roles are mainly 
those of the occupying soldiers 
and of an imprisoned father fi- 
gure. 

Very little stage props are used 
in the show. As a matter of fact 
they are not needed since the 
focus is on the physical and verbal 
action taking place in the fore- 
ground. Siham Snobar, stage and 
costumes designer, dresses the 
chorus in symbolic colours of 
wine red, black, green and white. 
Light effects, manned by a fellow 
student, result in simple impress- 
ions which do not detract from 
tbe spontaneous flow of move- 
ment. 

As foe play progresses, more and 
more signs denoting fidelity to 
the land spread. These are hung 
by tbe rebelling youth, ‘All, and 
when the play reach its dunax, 
these signs get scattered all over 
the stage. Symbolism plays a 
great role in presentation: When 
the soldiers kill Ali, the signs are 
tom off foe walls and shredded to 
pieces. 

Music also plays its role. In the 
opening scene, the chorus sings 
violently and turbufently. Marceb 
le Khahfeh’s sounds of crying 
children and gun shots can be 
heard in foe background. This is 
reflected in the crouched bodies 


him said excavation work will 
start on Abul Tbawab site in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Public Works and the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the 
archaeologists will focus their 
attention on unearthing of the 
site in the course of foe second 
part of foe excavation work which 
started in 1984. 

The different artefacts which 
include pots, sculptures and re- 
mains of agricultural settlement 
dating back to tbe Byzantine, 
Roman, Islamic and Ottoman 
eras. 

At Ghazal and Al Basta 
ancient sites, Ibrahim noted, va- 
rious tools, jewellery, dolls, pots 
and other items were found. He 
said most of the artefacts are kept 
by foe university’s Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology 
and some are displayed at the 
University of Jordan’s museum. 


and slouched shoulders. Saba Al 
.. Ghoul,- a -9th grader, continues 
foe show with her own piano 
variations of the same music. 

The language employed by foe 
actors is colloquial Arabic. Kara- 
jah believes it to be a more 
spontaneous medium for chil- 
dren. The tone of voice also plays 
a great part in projecting the 
emotions produced by the in- 
teraction of characters with each 
other. For example, Amineh's 
young friend, Firas, played by 
Sayf Al Taher, shows fury as he 
spits out words against foe Zion- 
ist soldiers. 

The director said that she in- 
tended this play to be a personal 
representation of an experience 
which we, as Arabs, can identify 
with. 

“A lot of the plays that our 
children see nowadays are based 
on Western culture. Very little is 
related to foe experience of our 
children in this part of the world. 
This play is based on a child's 
conception of certain ideas. Not 
enough is done on a personal 
level to bring plays closer to our 
kids.” 

Samar Dudin Karajah feels 
that children need to be listened 
to more often, and she gets the 
chance to do so in her drama 
classes. 

In “A Child's Writing on a 
Wall” the kids reacted positively 
to Shkeir’s stories. The reason for 
this is that he portrays a child's 
innocence in a language that is 
easy for kids to understand. The 
writer tries to show tbe way a 
child perceives his home, tbe 
occupation and soldiers. 

Karajah finds working with 
these kids quite an experience. 
She explains that foe play was 
created in two sections: The first 
half of the rehearsal concentrated 
on emotion, identification with 
the character and situation. This 
process was more of an educa- 
tional experience in foe sense that 
foe actors listened to foe music 
and were taught to see through it 
as well as to feel with it. Tbe 
second half constituted the com- 
municative skills in the script. “I 
feel that a director’s role in a 
school play is not to create actors; 
but rather to try to expose his 
students to human situations so 
that they can communicate it to 
the audience.” 

Moreover, foe purpose of this 
play is not mere entertainment. It 
is a communicative art that uses 
lines, shapes, and words backed 
by strong emotion. From this 
production it is apparent that 
these young kids have reached a. 
point where they can appreciate 
and understand a verbal and non- 
verbal art form. 

Morning performances for 
schools are on Monday and Tues- 
day, April 24^5. There win be an 
afternoon show an Wednesday 
for foe public. Tickets are for 500 
fils. 


Industry and Trade Minister 
Haxndi Tabba’a later received the 
Iraqi delegation and foe two sides 
reviewed trade ties between the 
two countries. Tabba’a also discus- 
sed with them means of increas- 
ing export of Jordanian products 
to foe Iraqi markets. 

Teacher 

training 

AMMAN (Petra) — Classes will 
begin at foe newly established 
teacher training college in Karak 
as of June, according to foe col- 
lege dean Afif Abdul Rahman. 

The college aims to train 
teachers and improve their per- 
formance in foe various majors. 
Tbe committee will accommodate 
270 students from Maan, Tafileh, 
Karak, Mazar Qasr and Aqaba, 
who will be studying foe various 
subjects, including Arabic, Isla- 
mic education, English, 
mathematics. 

Following the successful com- 
pletion of the credit hours, stu- 
dents will graduate with a bache- 
lor degree in arts. 

Two similar university colleges 
are now in operation in Amman 
and Irbid. in implementation of 
the educational development 
plan resolutions. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman provement of the water network 
Governor Mohammad Ali AI also in Amman, illumination of 
Amin who is also chairman of highways and foe construction of 
foe Amman region development agricultural and rural roads as the 
council, said Sunday that expend- most important projects carried 
itures on the various develop- out during last year in Greater 
raent projects in the Amman Amman region. 

Govemorate last year amounted 

to JD 38.5 million of which JD 33 The governor added that 
minim i were spent on social and Madaba ranked second in terms 
service projects including JD 12.8 of actual expenditure during the 
million on municipalities, that is reporting period. He pointed out 
33 per cent of the total actual that foe follow up reports have 
expenditure, followed by foe shown that Madaba has spent JD 
ho using, education and health 7.4 million, a figure representing 
which represented 24.9, 19.9 and 10.6 per cent of foe gross gov- 
7.2 per cent respectively. ernorate expenditure The 

Amin said that foe infrastruc- projects earned out m Madaba 
ture projects within the Greater covered both social and service- 
Amman region accounted for JD oriented projects. Tbe social and 
5.4 milli on, which is 26.5 per cent service projects were carried out 
of the planned investment in this at a cost of JD 4 million, followed 
sector, while water projects by education at JD 3 million. The 
accounted for JD 3.1 million, projects included the develop- 
followed by energy JD 2 million, ment of Madaba hospital, build- 
Amin cited tbe telephone net- ing of health centres, carrying out 
work extension project in Am- school construction and comple- 
man, foe replacement and im- don of Madaba district premises. 


Talking about expenditures Ipf 
Naour area, Amin said planned 
investments were JD 5.3 million, 
while actual expenditure 
amounted to JD 1.3 million, o| 
which JD 1.1 million were spent^ 
on social and service-oriented, 
projects, while the balance was 
spent on infrastructure projects. 

On Sahab area, the fourth de- 
velopment-area within Amman 
region, Amin said that the plan- 
ned expenditure was JD 4.8 mil- 
lion, while the actual expenses 
totalled JD 3 million. 

Amin noted that foe private 
sector's contribution to Greater 
Amman investment projects was 
foe highest in the Kingdom while 
tbe public sector's contribution to 
foe govemorate’s areas was much 
higher than that of foe private 
sector. He pointed out that foe 
private sector's contribution 
amounted to JD 2.9 million, thus 
felling short of the estimated pro- 
jection of JD 5 million, as ex- 
pected by the plan. 


Shomari considered as 
wildlife research centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A number of 
world organisations concerned 
with the conservation of nature 
are contemplating tbe idea of 
transforming foe Sbomaii wildlife 
reserve in Jordan into a centre for 
conducting scientific research for 
producing improved breeds of 
animals threatened with extinc- 
tion and to supply such animals to 
Arab countries in the region, 
according to Anis Muasber, pres- 
ident of the Royal Society for foe 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN). 

Muasher's statement which 
appeared in the local press Sun- 
day served as a comment on a 
current campaign being launched 
by the Duke of Edinburgh to 
raise $60 million in five years to 
help promote the drive to protect 
wildlife around the world and 
produce new breeds for wildlife 
reserves. 


Jordan has been among the 
foremost countries of the world 
which directed its attention to 
safeguarding wildlife and has cre- 
ated seven reserves to attain that 
goal, Mnasher noted. 

Muasher referred to . Jo rdan’s 
efforts for repatriating the - Ara- 
bian oryx and other animals 
threatened with extinction at Jor- 
dan’s Shomari wildlife reserve 
within foe Azraq region. Earlier 
this month, Muasher announced 
that foe RSCN was involved in 
preparing a 13-part television 
programme on the environment 
in Jordan in cooperation with 
Jordan television and local wri- 
ters in a bid to promote the drive 
to protect the Jordanian environ- 
ment, reduce pollution and safe- 
guard wildlife. 

He said that the RSCN is also 
striving to establish a wildlife 


museum in -Jordan in a bid to 
focus attention on the need t< 
protect and preserve all types r 
plants and animals and highligt: 
foe country's natural history. 

Towards the end of last year 
the RSCN repatriated to Zubiya 
wildlife reserve near Ajloun a 
number of Persian fellow deer 
and foe roe deer which have been 
absent for some 100 years due to 
degradation of their natural habi- 
tat by man. 

The deer is an endangered spe- 
cies, with only some 200 animals 
surviving worldwide. The RSCN 
has constructed deer breeding un- 
its at the reserve as well as living 
quarters and office space for care- 
taker and staff. The United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) contributed 
$100,000 to the project. 


Hear the economists’ view 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

-AMMAN — As demonstrations 
erupted in several cities in south- 
ern Jordan and at foe University 
of Jordan, economists explained 
events that led to the government 
announcement on April 16 that 
increased foe prices of several 
goods and services and which 
ultimately triggered the two days 
of rioting. 

The four economists inter- 
viewed said that by implementing 
these measures, foe government 
hopes to decrease local consump- 
tion, to increase exports and to 
decrease imports, thereby in- 
creasing government revenue 
which in turn would decrease foe 
budget deficit (22 per cent of foe 
gross demostic product (GDP). 

The government in agreement 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) seeks to reduce pub- 
lic expenditure and to increase 
revenues to the treasury in an 
attefopt to cut deficit prior to 
Jordan receiving any additional 
loans from foe IMF. 

Arab unfulfilment of aid 
pledges to Jordan and tbe fell in 
expatriate remittances are consi- 
dered by foe government as foe 
two main reasons behind tbe pre- 
sent economic problems. Tbe 


Dr. Munir Hamarneh from foe 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
and Dr. Abdullah Malki, presi- 
dent of the Banks Association, 
see the measures as steps to 
cutting imports and increasing 
exports, which in turn would in- 
ject further funds into the 
treasury. 

“Given the overall objectives 
of the measures, they will have a 
favourable impact. They will cut 
consumption and imports,” Mal- 
ki says. 

Hamarneh also sees foe mea- 
sures as effecting- the economy. 

He explained that foe devalua- 
tion of foe dinar and foe increase 
of prices of several goods and 
services over foe past six months 
and recently, combined with foe 
stability of wages throughout this 
period have decreased consum- 
ers’ purchasing power by “fifty 
per cent” This applies, in par- 
ticular, to all wage earners. 

“The dinar devaluation makes 
exports cheaper and imports 
more expensive,” Hamarneh 
says. But, this policy, he says, will 
affect “home demand” and 
“home growth.” 

“Since tbe demand on our 
home production will decrease, 
local prices will increase. Already 
a kQo of tomatoes is over half a 
dinar,” he says, adding, “but, to 


economists interviewed agreed tbe outside, tomatoes will be 


on a third reason: Overspending. 

They agreed that Jordan has 
for many years been living 
beyond its means and that it 
became necessary to take drastic 
measures to reduce expenditure 
and to increase revenues. 

University of Jordan professor 
of economics Dr. Ismail Abdul 
Rahman explains: “When gov- 
ernment expenditure is more 
than its revenue, there is deficit in 
foe budget.” 

He says Jordan has had a de- 
ficit for a number of years, due to 
government “overborrowing” 
from both international bank in- 
stitutions and local commercial 
banks. “Borrowing from foe lat- 
ter type of bank means that Jor- 
dan must pay a high rate of 
interest.” 

So now as the saying goes, “we 
must face the music,” Abdul 
Rahman says. 

Both Abdul Rahman and col- 
umnist Dr. Fahed Al Fanek be- 
lieve that foe government by im- 
posing the austerity measures, 
would raise JD 39 million to cover 
the budget 'deficit, or “at least 
narrow the gap,” according to 
Abdul Rahman. 

Fanek believes the government 
can. decrease budget deficit by 
reducing public expenses. “They 
have increased taxes to increase 
revenues. But, we have not yet 
seen a reduction of government 
expenses,” Fanek says. 

He suggests that tbe govern- 
ment “writes off" all public cor- 
porations and institutions which 
had proven to be “more costly 
ar.J less efficient.” 


cheap because of tbe dinar de- 
valuation.” 

Therefore, he asks, how can 
the aspired for increase of four 
per cent in GDP, which can only 
be achieved by increasing goods 
and sendees, and the government , 
aim of economic restructuring, be 
accomplished. 

Effects on people 

On the effects of these mea- 
sures on tbe Jordanian citizen and 
the country, two more points of 
view emerged. Fanek and Malki 
say that there would be no change 
in spending habits or that only 
some sectors of society would be 
effected until foe society as a 
whole adjusts to the changes. 

“The main burden will be on 
the middle class because they had 
a high standard of living (which 
they won't be able to maintain) 
because their salaries have not 
increased and therefore, their 
purchasing power is less.” Fanek 
says. 

He says the poorer classes will 
not be severely effected by the 
increase in prices of petrol, alco- 
hol, cigarettes, jet fuel, fuel oil, 
soft drinks, barley, oats, asphalt, 
car licence fees, telephone calls 
and irrigation water because, 
“(most or these goods are) not 
meant for the poor... they are 
meant for the upper classes." 

Malki does not believe that 
consumers' ability to consume 
will change immediately, espe- 
cially in this case since the pro- 
ducts are “inelastic,” meaning 
that they are essential- goods 
which will be bought regardless of 


price changes. Only a small per- 
centage of the population would 
cease to buy inelastic goods. 

“Propensity (ability) to con- 
sume changes over a long period 
of time. Immediate change is not 
acceptable in economic analysis.” 
he said. Consumers will continue 
spending the same in aggregate 
expenditure, but may substitute 
some goods for less expensive 
ones. 

On the other hand. Hamarneh 
and Abdul Rahman believe that 
as the government narrows down 
its deficit of JD 39 million, foe 
end result for the Jordanian 
citizen would be “disastrous,” 
especially for the poorer classes. 

Both economists expect the 
measures to create difficulties in 
terms of purchasing goods for “all 
Jordanian families... except for 
the extremely small sector at tbe 
top of tbe social strata.’ 
Increased cost 

According to Hamarneh foe 
government austerity measures 
will -increase foe cost of invest- 
ment in the Kingdom. “Recent 
price hikes on goods and services 
mil have an inevitable effect on 
foe prices of other goods and 
services. For example tbe price of 
fuel, necessary for production 
and industry, went up... this 
means that the price of the pro- 
duct will also go up. 

“If we add this to the cost of 
production, which is already high 
due to the high costs of trans- 
portation and labour, then our 
product becomes less competitive 
outside and Jordan becomes un- 
attractive to the investor,” 
Hamarneh said. 

Jordan does not have any “uni- 
que” product, which would be 
competitive regardless of the 
price, Hamarneh believes, point- 
ing out that Jordan’s fruit and 
vegetable exports face strong 
competition from Turkey and 
other Arab states. 

Exports, under discussion, ex- 
clude Jordan's potash, phos- 
phates and fertilisers. These are 
controlled by the international 
market and have no effect on the 
home demand, he continued. 

As a result of this projected 
decrease in investment opportu- 
nities, Hamarneh says unemploy- 
ment will inevitably rise. He asks, 
“how can these measures face 
rising unemployment and the 
payment of debt services and (at 
the same time) form conditions 
for real growth?” 

Abdul Rahman also points out 
to the present high rate of unem- 
ployment and compares it to five 
years ago “when we did not have 
a high rate of unemployment." 

Since they will be the hardest 
hit by unemployment and price 
increases Abdul Rahman believes 
that the “poor will become poor- 
er” and will cany the burden of 
these measures. 

Absolute poverty? 

“Priority has now been give. ; 


foe government budget, rather 
than the individual's budget. So 
the prices on goods have in- 
creased without any wage in- 
creases.*’ said Abdul Rahman. 
These measures, he says, may cre- 
ate “absolute poverty" in the 
country. 

“We have had relative poverh 
in Jordan, but now I think some 
sectors of society are moving to- 
wards absolute poverty, whereby 
their income will not be enough 
for sustaining life," said AM. 
Rahman. Both economists con- 
tend that with the rising number 
of poor, “economic and social 
difficulties, including a rise in 
number of burglaries, are bound 
to follow." 

The future 

So what is expected in the near 
future in terms of further price 
increases? 

Fanek believes that there might 
be a rise in foe prices of the basic 
food commodities, which include 
bread, rice, sugar, and meat. 

Eventually, salaries may “rise 
slightly.” he says, “salaries here 
follow prices, instead of the other 
way around because we do not 
have labour strength." 

“If the government raises 
prices by 15 per cent, salaries, 
much later, may rise three per 
cent in order to make the (econo- 
mic) adjustment (required by the 
measures),” he says. 

Although Abdul Rahman 
agrees with Fanek that rising 
prices is counterproductive to the 
government measures, he says that 
since the dinar has lost 50-55 per 
cent of its purchasing power, 
“and since a compensation in 
wages of the same amount is not 
realistic, an increase of say 10 per 
cent is (necessary).” 

He, unlike Fanek, believes that 
baric food subsidies would be 
removed after Ramadan, 
“already one kilogramme of milk 
is JD 1 up from .720 fils and the 
price of cooking fat (samneh) has 
risen." 

“I think what has been done 
could be one way to increase 
revenues, but the decision-mak- 
ers must bear in mind the catas- 
trophic consequences for the low- 
er brackets of income if they take 
further measures such as increas- 
ing the prices of essential goods," 
Abdul Rahman said. 

This manoeuvring space will 
allow decision-makers to further 
curtail imports and to tax luxury 
goods such as liquors and cigars. 

What Hamarneh considers to 
be the “most dangerous element" 
is the “officially directed infla- 
tion” in Jordan. According to 
him. no longer is the Jordanian 
market controlled by foe normal 
mechanisms of supply and de- 
mand, rather the government 
“chooses how to allocate the in- 
flation.” 

“This will reflect on tne whole 
economy, not just foe i* r 
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The Afghan 
quagmire— who 
pays the price? 


T HF. WORLD heaved a sigh of deep relief when the Soviet 
Union completed its withdrawal from Afghanistan in 
February as Moscow fulfilled its part of the bargain made in 
Geneva last May. It gave rise to hopes that some kind of 
formula could be found to settle the conflict once and far all. 
Bat now, three months after the Soviets packed up and left, 
the Afghan situation remains as precarious as ever, if not 
more complicated. 

The fresh threat rearing its head is of a regional war. The 
latest sounds of war emitting from the long-running 
Afghan. P akist ani feud over the internal strife in Afghanis- 
tan cannot be dismissed as just another round of rhetoric. 
Quiet simply, the ingredients for a war are all there and- in 
place. Granted that the possibility of the Kabul government 
opting for an open war with Pakistan is far remote, we 
cannot overlook the chance that alleged border incursions 
and skh mkhe s from both sides could push the two 
neighbours into a no-option- but- war situation. 

No doubt, some of the immediate neighbours of Afghanis- 
tan and Pakistan would only be too happy to join the 
bandwagon, seen in ligbt of the traditional political dictum 
in the Western Asian region which, rightly or wrongly, 
dictates that external tension is a medicine to internal strife. 
And internal strife is not in short supply in any of the 
countries In the region either. 

Leaving aside the issue of an Afjghan-Pafcistani war for a 
moment, we cannot but raise concern over the plight of the 
minions of Afghan refugees who have already paid a very 
high price in blood for the superpower race for regional 
supremacy that ignited the Afghan conflict 10 years ago. 
Tbeir hopes of returning to a peaceful home have been dealt 
a serious blow by the stand-off between the rebel fighters 
and the Kabul regime. 

Many pundits see the answer to the entire problem in an 
abandonment by Moscow of its quest to protect its political 
interests in Afghanistan. But, where would that leave the 
rating party in Kabul, not to mention the civilian residents 
of the Afghan capital who may or may not have any 
affiliation to any party involved in the conflict? 

Much as one balks at the thought of internationalising the 
Afghan conflict, there appears to be no choice but a new 
external effort at convincing the Afghan rebels to accept the 
reality that their brothers in Kabul had been as vulnerable 
as they themselves were to foreign influence and both were 
the victims of strings polled by outside forces, whether 
co mmunis t or Western. For once, and indeed for the most 
crucial reasons, the two sides should seek common grounds. 
Until and unless that ground is not found, it would be their 
own people who will continue to pay the price. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


All Jordanian Arabic dailies Sunday tackle the press conference 
at which His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan the Regent 
explained the government's position and outlined the situation in 
the Kingdom in the wake of riotings in some parts of the country. 
AI Ra’i daily echoed the Prince’s statement that there can be no 
leniency with those elements that try to tamper with the country’s 
security and his determination to put an end to anarchy. At the 
same time the paper emphasised the Prince's proposal of holding 
a national economic conference to discuss ways of handling the 
national economy and new measures that can settle the issue. The 
paper stressed die Regent's call for a dialogue between the 
government and the representatives of the local councils and 
citizens which serves as the best means for arriving at a solution. 
Violence can by no means achieve anything for any party and 
dialogue should be the language for communication and dealings 
among the members of the same family, the paper stressed. It said 
that the economic measures taken by the government aimed at 
revitalising the national economy and they call for sacrifice on the 
part of all citizens and public sectors if the desired objective is to 
be achieved. 

A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily comments on proposals for holding 
an Arab summit and refers to Prince Hassan 's statement in whicb 
he expressed Jordan's readiness to attend. Jordan has always been 
for any summit at the leaders level, which represents the highest 
channel of communications among these responsible for the Arab 
Nation, Ibrahim Saklqjha writes. He says that in his response to 
Morocco's call for the summit meeting. Prince Hassan voiced the 
views of the Arab Nation and presented an outline of the various 
topics that should be tackled by the Arab leaders. Jordan has 
always been advocating a unity of ranks in the Arab World 
particularly with regard to the Palestine problem, the common 
issue and the problem that has been obsessing the. world 
community for more than four decades, the writer adds. He says 
that Jordan which has a long and hard experience in handling this 
issue holds very important views and can contribute most 
effectively in any summit that tackles the Palestine issue and other 
questions of interest to the Arab World. 

Al Dustour daily stressed that dialogue among the members of the 
Jordanian family remains as the most effective measure for 
solving problems. The paper referred to Prince Hassan ’s state- 
ment at the news conference in which he reaffirmed the need to 
end rioting and prevent the enemy from exploiting such situa- 
tions. Jordan as Prince Hassan said is not used to violence and has 
always advocated the course of dialogue and negotiation and 
therefore can not condone actions of sabotage and destruction of 
public installations and public property, the paper noted. The 
paper said that Prince Hassan’s proposal for an economic 
conference is a welcome idea since it will offer the public an 
open forum for discussion and for arriving at solutions. 


Chinese students — won some, lost some 


By Andrew Roche 

Reuter 

PEKING — Peking students 
admitted a tactical defeat on 
Saturday after an extraordinary 
20-hour protest for democratic 
freedoms, bnt succeeded in humi- 
liating authorities on the most 
hallowed ground of Chinese 
Communism. 

In a society where historical 
symbols often count for more 
than concrete events, they tem- 
porarily wrested from the party 
establishment some of its most 
sacred images and slogans — not 
least its claim to represent the 
Chinese masses. 

On Saturday afternoon 50,000 
of them at last filed away from 
Tiananmen square having failed 
to force a fare-to-foce dialogue 
with Premier Li Peng. They said 
they sought to avoid a clash with 
police and bloodshed. 


“Yon could call this a defeat. 
We have not achieved any of our 
aims,’’ one student representative 
said. 

But they had made a mockery 
of an official ban on political 
demonstrations and forced senior 
officials to take shelter behind a 
human wall of 2,000 police. 

They turned die words of Chi- 
na’s state constitution back on its 
authors with banners quoting its 
guara ntees of freedom of Speech, 
association and assembly. 

Perhaps most crucially, they 
won a large and sympathetic au- 
dience from Peking’s usually cau- 
tious public. Workers cheered 
tbeir mass night marches, bus 
drivers tooted horns in en- 
couragement and housewives cal- 
led out: “Well done. You are 
China’s best hope.” 

The huge demonstration and 
mourning for former party chief 


Hu Yaobang dwarfed his official 
memorial ceremony in the heavi- 
ly-guarded Great Hall of the Peo- 
ple next to the square. Hu’s death 
one week ago was the trigger for 
the current wave of unrest 

Forced to resign in 1987 by 
party hardliners who accused him 
of allowing the spread of 
-“bourgeois liberalism,” or West- 
ern political ideas, Hu has in 
death acquired a following among 
intellectuals far greater than he 
enjoyed in life. 

Students have called for his 
posthumous rehabilitation as well 
as freedom of speech and the 
press, disclosure of the personal 
wealth of state and party leaders 
and a government condemnation 
of leftist ideological campaigns in 
foe 1980s. 

“You praise the dead to curse 
the living,” one onlooker in 
T iananme n square said, quoting a 
Chinese proverb. Demonstration: 


smashed hundreds of bottles in a 
punning attack on paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping, whose 
name sounds Hke the Cmncsc for 
“little bottle." 

One student poster at Peking 
University this week declared: 
“A true man is dead. False ones 
are still living.” 

Others bitterly satirised the 
calibre of top politicians. “Re- 
quired qualifications tQ be a state 
leaden M inimu m age 80, max- 
imum educational level primary 
school, no bnrin;” said one. Deng 
is 84, 

Official reaction to Peking’s 
week of unrest has, compared 
with previous pro-democracy 
campaigns, been restrained. 
Apart from one incident on 
Wednesday, when police beat a 
group of students, and scuffles 
when they hied to push into party 
and government headquarters, 
little attempt has been made to 


enforce decrees against political 
marches. 

Bnt some observers interpret 
the failure to quell the unrest as a 
sign of confusion rather than 
tolerance among the leadership. 

“They do not know what to do. 
The students cannot be arrested 
for mourning. And tbeir political 
slogans are obviously popular,” 
one Western diplomat said. 

Zhao Ziyang, who succeeded 
Hu as party chief, made no men- 
tion of .the student movement or 
die reasons fur Hu’s downfall in 
an official memorial speech on 
Saturday but ca lled o n the party 
and nation to “turn grief into 
strength.” 

“Zhao did not say enough. If 
he had only said something, any- 
thing, about Hu's dismissal, it 
might have been enough to de- 
fuse much of the unrest,” one 
Chinese schoolteacher said. 

Students said late on Saturday 


they planned a nationwide !um- 
veraty classroom strike, and a 
copy of an open katersgned by 
about 100- senior academics 
appeared on the Pdfog'tfaiversk 
ty campus. It cafied on China’s 
ruling state council sot to use 
repressive measures to stamp out 
the demonstrations. 

Such support — from their own 
teachers, and many of the general 
public — sets this wave of protest 
aside from previous unrest such 
as . that of late 1986, when stu- 
dents often appeared isolated, 
naive and ineffectual. 

“This, would never have hap- 
pened five years ago. China is 
changing, people are less and less 
afraid of the party. We have 
crossed a threshold,” said a Pek- 
ing factory worker) marching 
with the students past dapping 
residents of central Peking on 
Friday night. 


15 years on, 
Portugal’s 
‘carnation 
revolution’ 
is wilting 


By Cdin McSeveny 

Reuter 

LISBON — Fifteen years after a 
leftist rebellion restored demo- 
cracy to Portugal, the last blooms 
of the “carnation revolution” are 
wilting under the glare of a gov- 
ernment devoted to private enter- 
prise. 

On April 25, 1974, a popular 
uprising led by army officers en- 
ded almost half a century of 
right-wing dictatorship. 

Most of Portugal took to the 
streets that warm spring morning 
and cheering crowds pushed red 
carnations down the rifle-barrels 
of soldiers as they marched in 
celebration through the capital. 

The enduring image of gun and 
flower proved an apt symbol. 
Although the impact of the re- 
volution was far-reaching both at 
home and in Portugal’s African 
colonies, virtually no blood was. 
spilled. 

But the Portugal of today, a 
stable European Community 
(EC) member since 1986, bears 
little resemblance to the turbu- 
lent, revolutionary society that 
emerged in the mid-70s. 

“The business climate here is 
now basically as good as in any 
country,” said Carl Edlund, a 
Swedish wood pulp executive 
who has lived in Portugal for five 
years. 

Changed days from just over a; 
decade ago when frightened 
businessmen fled abroad as a 
string of governments, flushed 
with revolutionary fervour, 
nationalised most of the economy 
and handed huge rural estates 
over to the peasants. 

Elections soon showed that 
most Portuguese preferred West- 
ern-style democracy although the 
last legacies of the revolution are 
only now facing oblivion. 

Landowners and industrialists 
have returned, their confidence 
boosted by Anibal Cavaco Silva’s 
free-marketeer government 
which is poised to “de-politicise” 
the Marxist-inspired constitution 
and sell off state industries. 

The stock exchange, dosed for 
two years after the revolution, is 
expanding after a decade of 
stagnation as foreign investment 
soars and the economy grows 
each year by around four per 
cent. 

New companies — from bank- 
ing and insurance to publishing 
and real estate — are emerging 
virtually every week to stake a 
claim in a market straining to 
meet the boom in demand. 

Tbe transformation from 
idealistic austerity to consumer- 
ism is reflected in the media 
which now give lavish coverage to 
the local “jet-set” flaunting their 
wealth at society parties and 
balls. 

Stressing that only private en- 
terprise can galvanise the ECs 
poorest country. Prime Minister 
Cavaco Silva said: “Our duty is to 
get the state out of where it 
doesn't belong and compete 
equally with our European part- 
ners.” 

The once-powerful Commun- 
ists — their vote halved m recent 
years — rage impotently against 
the unprecedented parliamentary 
majority won by the Social 
Democrats in July 1987. 

“These planned constitutional 
reforms are nothing less than an 
assault on the democratic rights 
won by ordinary people in the 
April 25th revolution,” said 
veteran Communist leader 


Alvaro Cunhal. 

The government and moderate 
Socialist Party have forged a par- 
liamentary pact to ensure the 
two-thirds majority needed for 
changes in the constitution. 

The document, currently befog 
debated by parliament, will be 
stripped of clauses committing 
Portugal to “a Socialist path” and 
enshrining the state takeovers as 
“irreversible gains of the 
working-classes.” 

Tbe reforms, scheduled to be- 
come law by the autumn, allow 
tbe government to sell off all its 
shares in nationalised companies 
rather than the current limit of 49 
per cent. 

“Our new constitution will at 
last bring Portugal into line with 
other Western democracies,” 
Cavaco SDva said. 

Ironically, as president Mario 
Soares savours Tuesday’s “free- 
dom day’’ military parade 
through Lisbon the folk hero of 
tiie rebellion that shaped modern 
Portugal languishes m jail. 

Colonel Otelo Saraiva de Car- 
valho, who led the uprising and 
later ran unsuccessfully for presi- 
dent, was found guilty in 1987 of 
being the “intellectual author” of 
a terrorist group claiming to up- 
hold the true ideals of the revolu- 
tion. 

The nature of tbe charges and 
the severity of the seatence — 18 
years — have aroused a chorus of 
protests from jurists and radicals 
at home and abroad. 

Many people are dismayed that 
those they see as the torturers of 
the Salazar dictatorship are now 
walking free while the central 
figure of the revolution is all but 
forgotten in jail. 

“The Portuguese seem to have 
short memories," said Otelo who 
is still awaiting the results of a 
final appeal against his convic- 
tion. 


BUDAPEST, Hungary: Collect- 
ing signatures to influence the 
decision-making process is fast 
becoming fashionable in Hun- 
gary. And it is beginning to yield 
results, particularly on environ- 
mental issues. 

Last month, Prime Minister M. 
Nemeth finally gave in to public 
pressure and agreed to hold a 
referendum to determine the fu- 
ture of a controversial Danube 
River project. The plan is to build 
a huge dam to generate hydro- 
electric power. 

Last year, a section of the 
ruling Communist Party initiated 
.a drive to collect signatures from 
people supporting tbe dam. Par- 
liament also voted in favour of 
die dam last October. 

But the Nagymaros Commit- 
tee, a coalition of 22 independent 
environmental citizens* groups, 
responded with 180,000 apposing 
signatures, demanding a referen- 
dum on the issue. Although the 
Hungarian constitution allows re- 
ferenda, none have been held to 
date. 

So far, tbe Nagymaros petition 
seems to have had more of a political 
effect than legal one. It has de- 
monstrated the determination 
and resolve of tbe Greens, who 
are often called Blues because of 
the Danube. 

The dam, which will be built on 
one of the most beautiful stretch- 
es of the Danube, began to trig- 
ger off citizen protests as early as 
1984, when “glasaost”, — openness . 
in government — was an. unknown 
word. At that time, more than 
10,000 signatures, including those 
of several scientists, were col- 


Hungarian 
government 
yields to Greens 

' By Andrfis Bird 

A huge dam being built on tbe Danube River has mobilised 
Greens in Hungary. Giving in to public pressure, tbe Prime 
Minister has agreed to bold a referendum to decide tbe future of 
tbe plan. 


lected in opposition to tbe pro- 
f j®cL 

The story actually goes back to 
the indnstriafisatiori frency erf the 
late- 1950s when Hungary and 
neighbouring Czechoslovakia 
signed an agreement to exploit 
the resources of the Danube. The 
treaty, long shelved for financial 
reasons, was dug up and revital- 
ised in the early 1970s. 

It was not. however, until tbe 
1980s that construction of the 
dam commenced on the Slovak 
side, even though the Hungarians 
continued to drag their feet. 
Finally, Austria whose own 
Greens managed to stop a similar 
project further upstream signed 
an agreement with die Hungarian, 
government last year to finance 
its part of the two-pronged dam 
system, thereby effectively' iex- 
porting hi “capitalist”' environ- 
mental problems into a socialist 
country. 

After the many environmental 


catastrophes caused 'by similar 
dam projects in the last 30 years, 
Hungarians are now beginning to 
understand the huge negative im- 
plications of such an enterprise: 

* The most important freshwa- 
ter resource in this part of Europe 
will be threatened; 

* The resulting ecological im- 
balance will endanger human set- 
tlements and rare species; 

* An exceptionally beautiful 
site will be destroyed; 

* Invaluable Roman and 
medieval architectural relics win 
be flooded. 

And, as if all this were not 
enough, Hungary will have to 
repay its Austrian creditor in 
kind, after completion of the 
dam. The fee; the export of the 
pjttject’sentire electricity" output- 
for 20iyeais."' 

Since last spring, public reac- 
tion to the project has started to 
build up. In May i988, about 
8,000 people marched to the Au- 


strian embassy, asking for an 
immediate halt of that country's 
investment This was followed in 
September with a protest by up to 
40,000 people in front of the 
Hungarian Parliament building. 

Thf parliamentary vote in 
October did little to stifle tins 
trend in public opmioo. In feet, 
the petition demanding a referen- 
dum was initiated in response to 
this very legislation. 

Economic conditions in Hun- 
gary are far from rosy. The coun- 
try’s per capita foreign debt is one 
of tbe highest in the world, and 
new taxes, coupled with the slow 
rate of change into a market 
economy, have depressed living 
standards. 

Politics, on the other hand, is 
thriving: opposition parties and 
groupings have come into being, 
and the road towards a plural' 
democracy has been opened op 
by the reformist wing of the 
ruling party. 

As far as Hungarian public 
opinion is concerned, the issue 
of the Nagymaros dam has be- 
come tbe touchstone of demo- 
cracy. 

Arid with the announcement of 
a referendum to be held in early 
summer, the efforts of voluntary 
groups seem to be paying off. 

Bnt since then, a television 
report has publicised the quiet 
continuation of work on the site 
— and a new wave of protest is 
brewing. .. .. 

••..Whatever the . results -of The 
coming referendum, one feet has 
emerged: environmental issues 
have become central to politics in 
this part of the world — Panes 
matures. 


North Korea’s ‘great leader’ 


By Mark O’Neill 

Reuter 

PYONGYANG — A pause, a 
hush, die lights brightened and 
the “great leader” made his entr- 
ance to rapturous applause from 
thousands of delegates. 

Korn Il-Sung, leader of Com- 
munist North Korea since its 
founding in 1948, and its presi- 
dent since 1972, spoke. 

Tbe audience punctuated his 
speech with applause as Kim de- 
nounced “the old forces of neo- 
colonialism. . . and their plunder- 
ing of developing countries.” 
After delivering his address to 
a peace conference held recently 
in North Korea’s biggest assem- 
bly hall, Kim sat down and with 
an avuncular gesture brought the 
clapping to a dose. 

Ruling one of the most isolated 
and secretive countries in the 
world, Kim maintains a personal- 


ity cult to rival toe men who 
helped him get and keep power 
— Josef Stalin of die Soviet Un- 
ion and China’s Mao Tsetung- 

His portrait adorns the lapels 
of most of his 20 nriQion people, 
watches over them in homes, 
hotel rooms, trains and subway 
cars. Countless statues and mo- 
rals commemorate his deeds. A 
lane painted yellow in tbe middle 
of major roads is reserved for him 
and his sou. 

This week, thousands will go to 
a giant bronze statue of Kim, 
which stands on a hfll dominating 
the capital, to lay flowers and 
bow in birthday tribute. 

Schoolchildren will receive new 
uniforms — a gift from Kim to 
mark his 77th birthday on April 
15. 

An international arts festival is 
being held in Pyongyang and will 
dfanax with a performance for the 
president by toe two best troupes. 


Festivities and a banquet will 
be held, though not on the scale 
of last September, when a million 
people took part in an emotional 
display to marie North Korea’s 
40to anniversary. 

Such emotion, orchestrated or 
spontaneous, is hard to compre- 
hend for the few Western visitors 
allowed into North Korea. Kim is 
described in God-like terms in 
the official media, The sun of 
mankind who illuminates the 
world.” 

State television shows a stream 
of foreigners bringing gifts to the 
“great leader.” A commentator 
spoke with a voice in awe. 
Museums around the country are 
filled with presents given by fore- 
igners to Kim. 

Towering over Pyongyang is the 
150-metre tower of toe Juche 
idea, unveiled on Kim’s 70th 
birthday in 1982. 

Juche, the guiding ideology of 


North Korea, was created by Kim 
as a philosophy of independence 
and self-reliance. 

“Our people built this tow- 
er... out of a unanimous desire 
and firm win to have his revolu- 
tionary exploits remembered for 
all ages and to fight resolutely for 
toe ultimate victory of toe Jnche 
cause,” explained an official 
guide. 

Speaking privately, a Korean 
who returned to Pyongyang from 
abroad said toe education system 
was simila r to that of pre-war 
Japan, inculcating patriotism and 
fierce loyalty for the nariny igl 
leader. 

Western diplomats say that 
Kim, dismayed at the post- 
humous denunciations of S talin 
and Mao, is attempting to ensure 
that the dramatic reversals that 
have taken place in Chinn and the 
Soviet Union do not happen in 
his country. 
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For all your: 


Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 
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CROWN 
INT*L EOT. 
Flacking, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
>or-to-door 




The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway is avaflariMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Ranting pot is available 

IMMawyawflaMe 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18JJ0- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 ✓ 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Ta k e a wa y wrvha 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 630p.m. - midnight 

Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Nomadic bedouin settle 


Turtiing the 
tide of 
poverty 


By Farid Onfi 

Farid Oufi is the WFP Di rec- 
tor of Operations in Egypt. 

EGYPT — The Arab Republic 
of Egypt sprawls across an area of 
one million square kilometres, 
yet most Egyptians Hve in re- 
latively small areas, clustered 
around the River NOe and its 
della. About 95 per cent of the 
population lives on only six per 
cent of the land. 

The 500,000 bedouin are a tiny 
fraction of the country’s SO mil- 
lion people, but because they 
inhabit the arid and semi-arid, 
sparsely-populated regions of the 
north-western coast and Shim 
peninsula, there is plenty of land 
to go around. Their unique socio- 
economic structures are adapted 
to fife in a harsh environment 
which forces them to rely on 
scarce resources. Glaring and 
fanning must be done on poor 
land because they have no other 
options for survival. They are so 
poor they cannot look beyond 
securing their daily bread. 

The bedouin preserve their so- ■ 
rial and cultural integrity within a 
society based on kinship groups 
and tribal units. Traditionally, 
land is divided among various 
bedouin tribes, and each tribe 
member knows the specific area 
where his animals can graze. 

Such a way of life poses prob- 
lems for the modern nation state. 
Because of the bedouin's noma- 
dic nature, no census can be 
carried out, making it difficult to 
provide them with even the most 
basic health and educational ser- 
vices. Food is always in short 
supply because no delivery sys- 
tem can service a nomadic 
people. 

The government has a develop- 
ment strategy which is attempting 
to help die bedouin become more 
self-sufficient and yet re main in 
their familiar environment. The 
idea is to give them access to land 
and services which will allow, 
them to undertake income-gener- 
ating activities. IT an individual 
bedouin cultivates .the land suc- 
cessfully with income-producing' 
crops, he can obtain legal title to 
a maximum of 200 feddans — 84 
hectares — per family. In doing 
so, the betkmm will turn his sense 
of belonging from “nature" to the 
“nation” and will contribute, 
through dryland rehabilitation 
and fanning, towards Che national 
economy. 

First, build a astern 

Since 1977, in Egypt’s north- 
western coastal area, the Egyp- 
tian government, with WFP 
assistance, has been helping be- 
douin families to settle down. 
Unlike more conventional “new 


towns,” these bedouin settle- 
ments are based on a free choice 
of desen land. 

Each bedouin family choosing 
to abandon the nomadic life is 
first required to construct, a Ro- 
man-type astern of 300 cubic 
metres which is enough to hold 
rain water to irrigate at least five 
feddans of fruit trees and meet a 
family’s annual needs. Although 
little known outside- the desert, 
cisterns are a promising, low-cost 
technology for the use and con- 
servation of scarce water supply. 
The Romans used them in this 
area thousands of yean ago and 
the government of Egypt still 
rehabilitates these ancient relics 
for public use. 

The second step is to undertake 
water-harvesting activities by 
building stone dues in alignm ent 
with the contour of the land. This 
allows more rain water to seep 
into the soil, thereby restoring 
land degraded by wind erosion. 
Only then does a bedouin family 
receive its fruit seedlings at subsi- 
dised cost. 

After a year or so, when the 
family has demonstrated evi- 
dence of its will to stay on, it is 
helped to obtain the project’s 
biggest attraction -j- home own- 
ership. Once the house is built 
and the family settled, the family 
can expand its farm to a max- 
imum of ten feddans and receive 
tide to the land at a token price. 

Throughout the various stages 
of the farming unit’s development, 
the bedouin family, through local 
cooperatives, has access to gov- 
ernment cash support, loans, ser- 
vices and facilities. The family 
also receives WFP rations of such 
basic commodities as wheat flotzr, 
edible ml and canned meat or 
cheese. The food does not under- 
mine bedouin pride because the 
rations received are provided 
strictly on the basis of work 

accomplished. 

The government strategy is 
working well. In ten years, about 
10,000 hectares of desert land 
have been planted , with fig and 
olive ’trees and~culpvated'with 
vegetables by, some” 2^750 be^ 
doom families. These families 
have improved their income and 
helped reverse the area's ecolo- 
gical degradation. They have 
buBt thousands of cisterns. Many 
were installed into rocky land, 
proof of the settlers’ enormous 
strength and, above, all, w SI and 
determination. Most families 
have abandoned tent living and 
now live in stone houses they 
build themselves. 

This development strategy is 
also working for bedouin women. 

In the government-sponsored 
handicraft-training programme, 
trainees receive WFP-supported 
food rations as an incentive. So 



-v Vi 






SW 

as 



tffV- -■ &: 

.f 



mmmm 









I-V" •• . 

- "j. '. 




.. s. 


Thanks to improved irrigation, farmers can grow more diverse crop, such as melons, on 
previously unproductive land. 

far, some 2,000 girls and women 
have completed the programme. 

Today, you can purchase colour- 
ful, woven kelims (rugs) in Mmza 
Matrouh made by bedouin 
women. Their high-quality work 
is also sold in tourist shops. 

Food is not merely being distri- 
buted, it is also generating cash. 

The beneficiaries of food aid pay 
25 per cent of the local value of 
the rations given to than, for 
fbod-for-work activities. The 
money collected is spent on de- 
veloping their settlements. It is 
being used to construct coopera- 
tive storehouses, classrooms, 
first-aid dispensaries and for ■ 
short-term credit to buy sheep 
and goats of improved breeds. 

The long-term success of the 
settlement programme win de- 
pend upon main taining a stable 
dryland farming system and in- 
tegrating agricultural activities 
with animal production. Hence, 
government strategy is now en- 
tering into a new phase. Consul- 
tants working in the area prop- 
osed a grazing management sys- 
tem to handle 750,000 sheep and 
goats, more than double the esti- 
mated capacity of the range. One 
solution could be to gradually 
replace local flocks with cross- 
breeds which tolerate desert en- 
vironments, require less feed and 
yield more mUk.and, meat. 

- y -The -strategy that? has encour- 
aged a large group of bedouin in 
the north-western desert of Egypt 
to embrace a sedentary life has 
excited the interest of their dis- 
tant kin in the. Sinai peninsula. 

The government has quickly re- 
sponded, putting into place a 
development project, also with 
WFP assistance, modelled on the 
activities carried out in the north- 
western desert. Bedouin sheikhs 
from both sides are exchanging 
visits in order to learn from each 
other’s experience. Thus, a 
bridge has been constructed link- 
ing two related communities 
hundreds of miles apart — Worid 
Food Programme Journal. 


The number of sheep and goats have in- 
creased thanks to the efforts made to conserve 


the scarce water supply, 
in Roman times. 


This cistern was built 


Laos opens its 
doors to tourists 


By Jeremy Wagstaff 

Reuter 

LUANG PRABANG — The 
Timm Ding caves, home to 
thousands of historic Buddhas, 
can be reached by climbing a 
half-mile flight of steps leading up 
from the Mekong River Bank. 

Laos, newly reopened to tour- 
ists, does not flaunt its treasures. 

The many religious statues and 
miniatures in the caves — stored . 
there in the I7th century when 
the Lao King replaced them with 
new ones — are only accessible 
by boat along the Mekong River, 
some two hours and 20 
lriSometres upstream from the 
former Loatian royal capital of 
Luang Prabang. 

They are now one of several 
attractions on package tours 
offered' fry the government as 
they tentatively open up this re- 
dk&r'Communist country to the 
outvie world. 

fcsff* year, Laos announced it 
wcmkfc wdcome tourists to the 
famfiocked country, most of 
which "faad been shut to outsiders 
damn three decades of civil war 
and 0 years of Communist rule. 

Until recently, there was only a 
trickle of tour groups. 

‘'They’Ve bees talking about it 
a long time but now it really 
seems to be taking off,” one 
western .aid official, said. 

The qoiet rity of Luang Pra- 
bang, hidden among the northern 
mountains at the confluence of 
the Mekong and Khane rivers, 
tops dm fist of places to visit. 

u»e city’s chief Engbsh-speak- 
tog guide said she had shown 220 
pMjpIc around foe city since 
groups began coming three 
nMBBB ago. 

. The city was home to six cen- 
turifa of kings until 1977, when 
Sevang Vattfaia, deposed after 


THAILAND j 


*7 


I UK, 200 


tire Communist takeover two 
years earlier but kept on as advis- 
er, was accused of supporting 
right-wing rebels and deported to 
a re-education camp in a remote 
northern province. 

His fate has been one of Laos’ 
long-discussed mysteries. 

Provincial Governor Vongphet 
Saikeu-Yachongtoua, sitting 
under portraits of Marx, Ixirin 
and Ho Chi Minh in the former 
residence of the French colonial 
governor, confirmed the king was 
dead. 

“We consider him to be part of 
the history of the Lao people," 
the governor said. 

Luang Prabang’s colonial 
streets, its Buddhist temples and 
braidings are dilapidated. 

The -city's only hotel up to 
international standards is the 
French build Phn Vao. 

There are plans to increase the 
number of flights between Luang 
Prabang and the country's capital 
Vientiane, 200 kilometres to the 


Aircraft that comes four times a 
week. 

In Vientiane, tour groups from 
Italy, Hong Kong and Japan tus- 
sled in the lobby of the city’s main 
hotel, the Lane Xang, over the 
few minibuses available. 

A lone backpacker from Au- 
stralia who wandered in said he 
had come over on the ferry from 
Thailand by claiming he was a 
b usin essman dealing in rubber. 

Laotian officials hope these 
visitors are harbingers of a tour- 
ism boom which will bring hard 
currency to the impoverished 
country. 

Six hundred tourists came last 
year, according to the state tour- 
ism company, and some 2,000 are 
expected in 1989. 

“That's about equal to what we 
had in the decade 1975 to 1985,” 
a spokesman said. 

Some Laotians and long-term 
foreign residents fear the influx 
could have unplanned effects on a 
reclusive country coming to grips 
with economic and political liber- 
alisation. 

“Once you open the window, 
yon have no control over what 
Trill come in,” one Laotian said. 





For the moment, passengers 
wait in the Luang Prabang air- 
port’s only building — which dou- 
bles as the post office — for the 
ageing Russian-built Antonov 
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Official data shows growing. _ 
problems for Soviet economy 

I^S 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet wages grew more 
than twice as fast as productivity in the first quarter 
of 1989, further aggravating unsatisfied domestic 
demand for consumer goods, official data has 
showed. 

Nikolai Belov, first deputy 
chairman of the state statistics 
committee Goskomstat, speaking 
at a news conference, also re- 
ported statistics showing a slow- 
down in industrial production, a 
decline in exports and an increase 
in imports. 

The figures appeared to con- 
firm that the Kremlin’s liberalis- 
ing economic reforms, criticised 
by some Soviet economists as 
half-hearted, have been unable to 
bring a quick solution to the 
country’s mounting economic 
problems. 

In the short term, at least, the 
greater freedom the reforms have 
gjveo state enterprises to set wage 
levels for their workers has 
apparently exacerbated the eco- 
nomic imbalance, which Belov 
described as “a very alarming 
phenomenon.” 

Belov said average wages grew 
at an annualised 9.4 per cent in 
the first three months of 1989, 
while productivity grew by just 
4.5 per cent. 

“The Soviet economy is going 
through a complicated, some- 
times contradictory process,” Be- 
lov said, although he maintained 
that the main tendency was posi- 
tive. 

“It is necessary to control the 
growth of money incomes so it is 
in line with the growth of produc- 
tivity,” he noted. 

In particular Belov said plans 
were being made to introduce a 
coefficient tying wage increases 
to productivity increases at state 
enterprises at which the major- 
ity of citizens work. 

He said there were also plans 
to modify taxation, which would 
also help curb disposable income 
of the 1.7 million people — out of 
a total workforce of 120 million 
— who are employed in the 
booming cooperative sector. 

The jump in wages — which at 
an average 234 roubles (S377) per 
month are still extremely low by 
the standards of other industrial- 
ised countries — has further ex- 
acerbated the unbalance between 
supply and demand in the eco- 
nomy. 

Production of consumer goods 
rose by only 5.8 per cent in the 
same period, while total savings 
at banks grew by 10.8 billion 
roubles (S17.4 billion) in the first 
quarter to reach a level of 307.5 
billion roubles ($496.0 billion). 

The growth in savings — seen 
as a partial indicator of unsatis- 
fied demand — was more than 20 


per cent up on the same period 
Iasi 


last year. 


Economists have been arguing 
for months about how to put 
more goods into Soviet shops, but 
there is concern that support for 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s reform programme 
could be shaken by further shor- 
tages of good quality food and 
consumer items. 

An official report released last 
week said an extra five billion 
roubles ($8 billion) had been 
added to 32 billion roubles ($51 
billion) set aside under the state 
plan for buying consumer goods 
abroad this year. 

Other figures given by Beiov 
confirmed the poor state of the 
economy: Industrial production 
grew by 3.2 per cent, against five 
per cent in the same period last 
year, exports in the period were 
down 2.6 per cent while imports 
rose 1.5 per cent. 

National income grew at an 
unchanged four per cent in the 
period, Belov said. 

Soviet statistics, unlike West- 
ern ones, do not account for 
infla tion. 

Ideologist warns of drowning 
anger from flood of money 

The Kremlin’s chief ideologist 
also warned that Soviet economic 
reform is in danger of drowning 
in a flood of too much money in 
circulation. 

Vadim Medvedev, speaking at 
a meeting to celebrate the 119th 
anniversary of Soviet founder 
Vladimir Lenin’s birth, said if the 
country “can’t curb the stream of 
money that has overflowed,” 
then the result could be “the 
failure of economic reform.” 

Medvedev was referring to the 
fact that Soviet citizens have lots 
of money but little to buy in the 
stores. As a result, new ship- 
ments of consumer goods sell out 
quickly and many items are hard 
to find. 

Medvedev, the member of the 
ruling Politburo responsible for 
ideology, culture and propagan- 
da, said that “without a hard, 
stable rouble, the whole system 
of economic regulators cannot 
work.” 

The Soviet rouble-exchange 
rate is set-by the government at 
$1.62 per rouble, but die black 
market rate is 12 cents to 25 cents 
per rouble. 

Medvedev also said the move 
toward a more market-oriented 
economy is proceeding slower 
than desired. Factories are sup- 
posed to be developing their own 
suppliers and customers instead 


of depending on centralised 
allocations. 

Hie also cited pricing and the 
government deficit as key prob- 
lems. Soviet prices are set by 
bureaucrats with no regard to 
cost of production. The budget 
deficit is estimated at 100 billion 
roubles ($160 billion) this year. 

The ideologist emphasised the 
justice of paying people accord- 
ing to their ability and output. 
President Gorbachev also has 
said the old system of encourag- 
ing equality most end. 

“Demagogic calls to equalise 
everything and everybody are 
alien to socialism,” Medvedev 
said. 

Medvedev has come out in 
favour of a moderate course for 
perestroika, saying the party is 
steering a course between ex- 
tremists who want either no re- 
form or too much, too fast. 

U.S. paints grim picture 

Meanwhile, an intelligence re- 
port released in Washington 
Saturday said that Soviet defence 
spending rose three per cent last 
year, despite President Gor- 
bachev's promises to cut his milit- 
ary budjget. 

But the study also said Gor- 
bachev was laying the ground- 
work for his proposed 14.2 per 
cent cut in defence spending. 

The study said chopping milit- 
ary spending so sharply would 
require the Soviets to reduce 
their armed forces by more than 
the 500,000-troop redaction 
announced by Gorbachev last 
December. 

The newly declassified report 
painted a grim overall picture of 
the Soviet economy. It said Gor- 
bachev had been forced to slow 
the pace of his economic reforms' 


nuclear reactor disaster, the re- 
port said. 

All these factors contributed to 
a budget deficit that the report 
estimated at nine per cent of the 
Soviet gross national product, 
which is the value of all goods and 
services produced by an eco- 
nomy. Last year, the Kremlin 
admitted for the first time that it 
was running a deficit, although 
estimates of the amount varied 
among Soviet economists. 

Economic problems have 
forced Gorbachev to back away 
from some programmes, and the 
need to provide consumer goods 
is compelling him to decrease 
defence spending, the report 
said. 

“Soviet media indicated that 
the campaigns to modernise in- 
dustrial plant and equipment and 
reform the economic system and 
even the once much-vaunted anti- 
alcohol campaign were not only 
failing, but. were occasioning ma- 
jor disruptions,” it said. 

“Gorbachev remains commit- 
ted to his original vision of a 
revitalised economy,” the report 
said. “He has, however, 
apparently concluded that he can- 
not realise this vision as rapidly 
as be once thought possible, nor 
proceed directly along ithe path 
he initially planned to follow.” 

Military planes to carry 
fruit and vegetables 

In more recent measures to 
improve supplies in Soviet shops, 
military transport aircraft are 
being drafted to cany fruit and 
vegetables. 

More than 50,000 tonnes of 
perishable food will be carried 
this year, Colonel-General 
Vyacheslav Yefanov, Comman- 
der of Military Transport Avia- 


and to delay such key steps as — ^ told ^ official TASS news 
allowing the market to set agency Saturday. 


wholesale and retail prices. 

* While the reforms have a good 
chance of success in the long run, 
they are likely to cause Gor- 
bachev short-term political prob- 
lems from consumers who want 
to see foster improvement and 
from bureaucrats who resent 
their loss of power over economic 
decision-making, the report said. 

The economy was hampered by 
sluggish industrial and agricultu- 
ral performance, disruptions and 
confusion over Gorbachev’s re- 
forms, and the cost of coping with 
the earthquake that hit Armenia 
last December, the report said. 

“According to our estimates f 
the Soviet economy grew by only 
about 1.5 per cent in 1988 — the 
second straight poor yearly show- 
ing,” the study said. 

The cost of rebuilding Armenia 
will exceed the estimated $11.2 
billion price tag' of clean- 
ing up after the 1986 Chernobyl 


Transport problems are often 
partially blamed for the poor 
selection of food in Soviet stores. 

Soviet military aircraft already 
carry such thing s as earth-moving 
equipment, cranes, excavators 
and transport vehicles. 
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Traders assure public on food supplies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dealers in fobd supplies and merchants 
•involved in import and export operations Saturday announced that 
the local markets have abundant food supplies and the consumers 
can buy any quantity they want at any time. Merchant representa- 
tives were speaking at a meeting held at the Amman Chamber <xf 
Commerce with chamber President Mohammad Asfour and in the 
presence of senior chamber members. They said that rumours 
about shortages in foodstuffs are baseless and urged members of 
the public to refrain from hoarding food supplies as they are 
plentiful in the market. Asfour addressed die meeting calling for 
dose cooperation between the merchants and the chamber on foe 
one hand and die government on the other and stressed that foe 
government has promised to ensure die availability of sufficient 
food supplies j especially basic commodities like wheat, meat, sugar 
and rice, at current prices. 

Jordanian delegation arrives In India 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian economic and trade delegation 
arrived in New Delhi Saturday to pave the way for a round table 
meeting to be held in Amman in June to discuss Jordaman-fiodian 
economic and trade cooperation. The delegation, led by Amman 
Chamber of Industry President Khaldoun Aou Hassan, will discuss 
a number of topics with Indian officials and'businessmen and wOl 
deliver a message from His Royal Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
to India’s Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi dealing with bilateral 
cooperation in economic fields and prospects for joint ventures that 
would benefit the two countries. The round table meeting in 
Amman , scheduled for June 12 and 13, is designed as a first step in 
pursuing Jft M«nian . Tn<tian endeavours for gtimniflting trade and 
boosting cooperation in the economic and industrial fields. 
According to delegation members, the talks will be a follow up to 
those held in New Delhi during Prince Hassan’s visit there last 
year. 

China’s foreign debt hits $40 billion 

BEIJING (AP) — China’s foreign debt teamed $40 billion at the 
end of last year, an increase, of $5 billion over mid-1988. The 
government is now taking measures to damp down on foreign 
borrowing, which has been growing at an annnal rate of 38 per cent 
over the past four years, foe official China Daily 1ms said. In recent 
weeks, the government has limited the number of financial 
Institutions and government offices allowed to borrow abroad. 
Under new regulations, only 10 financial institutions are autho- 
rised to obtain foreign loans, And only the central bank, foe 
People’s Bank of China, can borrow from the International 
Monetary Fund. The report quoted Zhang Jialun, a senior finan ce 
ministry official inthafge of debt management, as saying China’s 
debt is still manageable- But he warned that C hina has taken out 
too many short-term, high-interest loans, and that 40 per cent of 
the loans are yen-denominated, adding to the financial burden 
because of foe Japanese currency’s rising value. 

Iran refects loans for reconstruction 

NICOSIA (R) — An Ir anian minister in charge of post-war 
reconstruction projects has said foreign borrowing would hurt foe 
country’s independence, foe Iranian news agency IRNA has 


reported. “We believe foreign loans would in the tong ran make 
foe country dependent with adverse effects on foe aspirations of 
the Islamic revolution,” it quoted Deputy Prime Minster Hamid 
M ir rprirfi as saying. “Foreign loans will adversely affect -our 
commitment to independence... reconstruction work u mKrfher 
aspect of our sacred defence in which task, I think,' we should be as 
firm as we were in the battle fronts.” Most Iranian officials have 
rejected borrowing abroad as a means to finance reconstruction of 
foe country’s infrastructure damaged in foe. eight-year-long Gulf 
war against Iraq. Reconstruction is estimated at several hundred 
billions of dollars. Muzadeh said 10 per cent of the 6.5 bzfikrariyal 
($900 million) reconstruction budget for the current Iranian year 
which b egan March 21 would be spent as giants to fanners and 
cattle breeders. 


Tokyo to cut frills for dignitaries 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan will suggest “working visits” without 
ceremonies and banquets to' acco mm odate more of foe foreign 
dignitaries wanting to visit this country, a foreign ministry official 
has said. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said 
Japan cannot inrite more than eight foreign dignitaries a year if 
each is honoured with ceremonial events at the Akasaka state 
guesthouse and black-tie banquets at the Imperial Palace. The 
official said dignitaries of more than 40 nations want to visit Tokyo, 
and Japan win welcome them for “working visits” if they agree to 
dispense with foe ceremonies in favour of “practical talks.” 

Middle East Bank doubles profits 

DUBAI (R) — Middle $ast Bank (MEB) reported increased 
profits in 1988 and said it looked forward to continued better 
business this year. MEB group managing director Neville Green 
said the bank, which has branches in Africa, the Middle East and 
foe subcontinent, would strengthen its home base in foe United 
Arab Emirates. Net profits for 1988 came to 3.6 million dirhams 
($980,000) after 1.6 million ($435,000) in 1987. Provisions against 
bad loans rose to 46-5 million ($12.7 million) from 39.2 million 
($10.7 million) in 1987. Green said further provisions would be 
made. Operating profits, before tax and provisions, rose to 69 
'million ($18.8 million) from 55 milli on ($15 million) on total assets 
of 3.38 billion (S921 million) against 3.09 billion ($842 million). 

Iran buys Saudi wheat 

LONDON (R) — Iran has bought wheat from Saudi Arabia 
through international traders after signs of improving relations 
between foe two.countries. Details of foe wheat sale, believed to be 
foe first from Saudi Arabia to Iran, were sketchy but traders said it 
involved less than 100,000 tonnes. “If there were any problem 
concerning diplomatic relations it (the wheat sale) would not have 
gone ahead,” said one trader. Riyadh broke diplomatic ties with 
Tehran a year ago after months of acrimony following a riot in 
Mecca in July, 1987 in which more than 400 people, mostly Iranian 
pilgrims, were lined. Saudi Arabia, which pays huge subsidies to 
its wheat farmers, has emerged in the last two years as a major 
exporter of wheat to foe world market. It was foe sixth largest 
exporter of foe commodity in 1987/88 with 2.435 million tonnes of 
exports. Iran’s Agriculture Minister Issa Kalantari said two weeks 
ago that ban imported 2 JS million tonnes of wheat annually. 


Tokyo , London and Hong Kong lop world in office costs 


BOSTON (AP) — Setting up a 
shop in Tokyo could cost a whop- 
ping $186 a square foot (.09 
square metres), while foe same 
amount of space in Kuala Lum- 
pur takes foe small sum of $12, 
says a new survey listing average 
prices of office space around foe 
world. 

The survey by Colliers Interna- 
tional Property Consultants isn’t 
intended to make foe Japan- 
bound change course for 
Malaysia, but it does offer aguide 


space and funds. 
President Stewart 


to budgeting 
said Collier’s 
Forbes. 

“Essentially we want to get . 
some sense of how different mar- . 
kets compare and to be able to 
provide that to clients who are 
increasingly active in a global 
market,” he said. “Somebody 
going from Boston to Tokyo 
needs to budget not on foe basis 
of Boston rents, but on Tokyo.” 

Rounding out of foe top 10 
were: London, $152; Hong Kong, 


$102; Beijing, $78; Paris, $5?; 
Sydney, $58; Zurich, $50; Bos- 
ton, $48; New York, $47; 
Washington^ P.C., $47 and, 
Moscow,. $46. . 

Costs, gathered partly through 
consultants and partly through 
the 1,500 real estate professionals 
linked to Boston-based Colliers, 
include average rent and operat- 
ing expenses such as electricity 


Top 25 U.S. executives earn $306 million in one year 


NEW YORK (R) — The 25 
highest-paid U.S. business execu- 
tives together earned more than 
$300 million last year, according 
to a survey published by Business 
Week magazine. 

Walt Disney was an executive’s 
magic kingdom, paying its two 
stars $72 million for reversing its 
dismal fortunes. Chairman 
Michael Eisner earned $40.1 mil- 
lion last year, while president 


Frank Wells 
million. 


took home $32.1 


The average chief executive 
officer made over SI. 13 million in 
salary and bonus last year, with 
total compensation packages in- 
cluding stock options topping $2 
million, a poll of 708 executives at 
354 U.S. companies found. 

The average top-25 executive 
raked in S12.2 million, with foe 


top five alooe grossing a total of 
$131.3 million. 

Tobacco and food grant RJR 
Nabisco Inc, recently privatised in 
a blockbuster buyout, took foe 
third and fourth spots by paying 
$21.7 million to Vice Chairman 
E.A. Horrigan Jr. and $21.1 mil- 
lion to chief executive F. Ross 
Johnson. 

After the $24.7 billion 
buyout, Johnson walked away 


from foe company with $53.8 
million in pay, stock and benefits. 
Horrigan bailed out with $45.7 
million. 

Gulf and Western Chairman 
Martin Davis, Bristol-Myers 
Chairman Richard Gelb and Ral- 
ston-Purina Chairman William 
Stiritz placed fifth through 
seventh on foe 1988 list, earning 
an average of $14.4 million. 

Pennzoil Corp, winner of a $3 


billion settlement from Texaco 
Inc. last year, rewarded its top 
officers almost as well. The ener- 
gy giant captured foe eighth and 
ninth spots with $11.55 million 
for director Baine Kerr and 
S11.54 million for chairman J. 
Hugh Liedtke. 

Reebok International Chair- 
man Paul Fireman bounded into 
foe top 10, with total compensa- 
tion of $11.4 million. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, gweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Informa- 
tion -please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Brazilians want wage rises to offset inflation 

SAO PAULO (R) — A wave of 
strikes is sweeping Brazil, hitting 
ports, foe banking sector, car 
industry and schools as foe gov- 
ernment struggles to keep a lid on 
inflation. 

Government officials estimated 
that in foe last four weeks there 
have been about 300 strikes. 

Workers across a broad swathe 
of foe economy are seeking pay 
rises to help their earnings keep 
pace with inflation, which has 
continued to rise despite a gov- 
ernment plan launched Jan. 15 to 
restrain prices. 

Santos, Brazil, foe largest port 
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Announces the official opening of their 
shop at Amra Hotel Shopping Centre. 


Jewelry in 21 and 18 carat gold 
Precious gems 

Gifts made of precious and 
semi-precious stones. 


Visit our unique shop at Amra Hotel 
Shopping Centre. 


in Latin America, was paralysed 
tty strikes Friday for foe 11th 
consecutive day. The port’s 
8,000 dockers, checking clerics 
and guards walked off foe job on 
April 11 demanding a 286 per 
cent pay rise. 

Brazil’s inflation was a record 
934 per cent last year and Presi- 
dent Jose Samey’s government is 
battling to control prices ahead of 
November presidential elections. 

Under the January anti-infla- 
tion plan, the government froze 
prices of goods and services inde- 
finitely, pledged to spend no 
more than it earns and devalued 
foe cruzado. 

Despite the moves, inflation 
has continued to spiral higher. In 


February and March prices rose 
above government targets and 
workers saw their real wages fail 
again. 

Industrialists are reluctant to 
meet onion demands for wage 
increases because prices of goods 
and services were frozen under 
the government's anti-inflation 
plan. 

“Obviously workers are going 
to strike if their salaries are 20 per 
cent behind inflation,” said 
Roberto Jeha, a member of the 
Sao Paulo Federation of Indus- 
tries and owner of a paper com- 
pany. 

“But how can industrialists 
meet worker demands of up to 80 
per cent when they can’t transfer 


saw 








Furnished Apartments For Rent 

In the most beautiful site in Amman 
* Deluxe furniture * Perfect services 
There is a telephone and colour television in 
every apartment * Car parks available 
Please call telephone: 847436, 847437, 847438, 
842742,345311. 


these increases to their products? 
How can we stand pressures from 
both foe government and work- 
ers?” Jeha asked rhetorically. 

On Thursday and Friday bank 
employees nationwide took to foe 
streets demanding 81 per cent 
wage increases. Union - leaders 
said that about 70 per cent of Sao 
Paulo and Rio De Janeiro banks 
were dosed Thursday. In Sao 
Paulo there were dashes between 
demonstrators and riot police. 

Brazil’s car industry, one of the 
biggest export earners, has been 
hard hit by an indefinite metal 
workers strike in Greater Sao 
Paulo. Local units of Ford Motor 
Co, Volkswagen and General 
Motors Corp have seen produc- 
tion losses amounting to S80 mil- 
lion, foe Jamal Do BrasQ news- 
paper reported. • 


Half of foe 54 dties surveyed 
had rents ranging from $20 to $34 
per square foot. 


The business of finding over- 
seas locations for U.S. firms has 
boomed over foe past five years, 
raid Forbes. - - 
“Real estate- has always been 
sort of a local business, it’s almost 
been provincial in its outlook but 
as client needs became global so, 
too, have local real estate firms,” 
Forbes said. 

Jim Montanan, vice president 
of New York-based Cushman and 
Wakefield, also involved in over- 
seas commercial zeal estate, said 
foe survey’s top 10 matches his 


experience with finding office 
space, although he said he would 
New York before 


The biggest headache in renting 
office space abroad is learning to 
deal with fewer resources and 
accepting such constraints as an 
average one per cent office 
vacancy rate in Tokyo, Monta- 
nan said. 

“We’re used to having multiple 
choices,” he said. “People doing 
this for foe first time, it's sort of 
shocking,” he said. 


Pakistan reports shortfalls, 
seeks more foreign help 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan, 
seeking $3 billion foreign aid, 
reported economic shortfalls in 
the current fiscal year but fore- 
cast a turnaround in the year 
from July ‘1. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s government has asked for 
$300 million more than pledged 
last year from a World Bank- 
sponsored consortium meeting in 
Paris last week, a ting the need for 
extra funds to help the transition 
to democracy. 

Pakistan’s economic growth is 
estimated below target, prices 
have risen and foe balance of 
payments deficit is likely to rise 
during the financial year ending 
June 30, government officials 
said. 

They said they expected an 
improvement in foe fiscal year . 
beginning July 1, which they re- 
gard as crucial as it will be Prime 
Minister Bhutto’s first full year in 
office. 

Government spokesmen use 
foe restoration of democracy as 
an argument for more aid to help, 
new government’s development 
objective, which they say is to 
alleviate poverty and raise the 
standard of living. 

Pakistan has said it will ask for 


WANTED 

TWO SECRETAR1ES/ADM1N. 

Successful candidates: 

— Must have full secretarial abilities with good speed 

— Initiative and willingness to share all duties 

— Bright and committed and responsible . 

— A self-starter, with organisational skill 

Send (XV. to P.O. Box 2427, Amman 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Two bedrooms, L-shaped sitting and dining room, two 
bathrooms, fully equipped and carpeted, with telephone 
and. central heating. 

Location: Opposite Amra Hotel,' 

Please call: 679376, 812229 


$3,011 billion from the annual 
consortium meeting. Last year's 
commitments amounted to $2.7 
billion. 

The new package must have 
$2.05 billion in project aid, $815 
million in “commodity and prog- 
ramme-type assistance” and $110 
milli on in food aid, a memoran- 
dum sent to die consortium said. 

A request for aid for more than 
three million Afghan war re- 
fugees in Pakistan will be submit- 
ted separately. 

The aid-to-Pakistan consor- 
tium includes Belgium, Britain, 
Canada. France, West Germany, 
Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, 
Norway and the United States. 

Bhutto took office last Decem- 
ber and adopted a previous care- 
taker government’s budget for 
fiscal 1988/89 as well as an agree- 
ment with the International 
Monetary Fund for reforms, in- 
cluding cutting government sub- 
sidies on fobd and utility services. 

The government officials fore- 
cast growth rate in gross domestic 
product for 1988/89 at 5.2 per 
cent, down from 5.9 per cent the 
previous year. 

Growth in agriculture was like- 
ly to be 4.2 per cent against a 
target of almost seven "per cent. 

They blamed the shortfalls 
mainly on sudden floods last 
September which hit ‘rice and 
cotton crops and ethnic riots in 
foe key industrial dties Karachi 


and Hyderabad. 

The memorandum to the con- 
sortium projects an inflation rate 
reaching 11 per cent. 

Tins compares with the official 
rate of 63 per cent last year but 
Bhutto put inflation at about 18 
per cent when she took office. 

An unexpectedly sharp -de- 
terioration in foe external terms 
of trade and a steep drop in 
remittances from Pakistanis 
working abroad contributed to 
pressure on balance of payments, 
the memorandum said. 

It said foe current account ba- 
lance of payments deficit was 
expected to rise to about S1.9 
billion, 4.3 per cent of gross 
national product (GNP), com- 
pared with $1.7 billion, 4.1 per 
cent of GNP, last year. 

“The government expects that 
1989/90 will see a turnaround in 
the balance of payments position 
reflecting a resumption in the 
growth of exports, a fall in im- 
ports and a slight drop in work- 
ers’ remittances,” it said. 

Most of Bhutto’s cabinet are 
new to government, 

‘The biggest problem is that 
they don’t seem to have people 
with economic grasp except the 
prime minister herself," one eco- 
nomist said. 

He added that Bhutto could 
possibly get foe right advice in the 
future from various think tanks 
she has set up. 


Jordan Timas 
Tel: 66*171 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, April 23, 1989 
Ceentnd Baric official rates. 


U.S. doflar 
Pound Sterling 
IVii W rli f ma r lr 


Buy Scfi 

538.0 542.0 
9214 930.6 
290.7 2944 


Swiss franc 3294 332.9 

French hue 85 J .' 86.4 

Japanese yea (farlOO) 408 J 413.4 

Dutch eutkier .. 257 X 259,8 

St re d fafc rtown .. 853 86.0 

Italian fire (far 100(1 39.6 39.9 

1394 1404 
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200,000 turn out to 
salute Tom Landry 


PALLAS (R) — With 
balloons, speeches and plaques' 
Dallas paid hn m;»gt» Saturday to 
Tom Landry who coached the 
Dallas Cowboys for 29 years but 
was abruptly fired in February by 
the American football team’s new 
owners. 

Police estimated more tb * n 
200,000 people lined the streets 
to cheer and applaud Landry as a 
hero. 

The parade was delayed sever- 
al tudes by fans who crowded out 
from the pavement to try to chaw* 
Landry’s hand. 

Landry, who led the Cowboys 
to 280 wins, 68 losses, and six 
ties, was clearly moved. He was 
dressed in the same business- 
man's hat, tie and jacket that 
made him a familiar sight to 
television audiences as be stood 
apart, arms folded on the 


of Texas." 

airlines gave Landry and 
his wife passes good for free 
first-class travel for life. 

More than 100 present and past 
Cowboy players rode in the para- 
de and attended the city hall 
ceremonies. 

“There is not a player that I’ve 
talked to, that I know, that 
doesn’t have respect for the man 
who led n$ for so long,” sa i d 
former .quarterback Roger 
Staubach. 


■y- 


, “I am just overwhelmed,” he 
said. “I don’t know what to say.” 

' Arkansas oilman Jeny Jones, 
who on February 25 bought con- 
trol of the Cowboys for a reported 
record-high $180 million replaced 
Landry with Jimmy Johnson of 
_tbe University of Miami even 
before the sale was publicly 
announced. 

The firing incensed Dallas fans. 
The Dallas Morning News called 
it “a callous end to a glorious 
career.” 

President George Bush and 
Evangelist Billy Graham were 
among the hundreds of people 
who sent telegrams. Bob Hope 
telephoned—and -quip ped.' “you 
have done as much forfootball as 
you have for hats. You won so~ 
many games that a lot of people 
thought Tom Landry was the 


The Cowboys have never 
ed a game without Landry, 
head coach. 

The Cowboys struggled for five 
years when they joined the 
National Football League. But 
Landry, a defensive bade for 10 
years for the New York Giants, 
instituted a game plan called the 
“flex defence,” and the Cowboys 
began to dominate. 

Tbe team had 20 consecutive 
winning seasons, reaching the So- 
per Bowl five times and winning 
it twice and were often referred 
to, both at home and abroad, as 
“America’s team.” 

Reserved and neUghms 

A reserved and religious man, 
Landry dung to his humble imag e 
throughout the celebrations. 

“I know" I am not worthy of 
some of the things that have been 
said about me today,” he said. 

With his dun quivering with 
emotion, Landry told a crowd 
gathered at Oty Hall, “FU prob- 
ably never be in another parade, I 
may never be in another press 
conference again, but when I see 
you on the street HI sure say 
hello to you." 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

Cl 886 Tribune tlodta SflfMcaa. he. 


TAKING A BATH TO WIN 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 6 53 

<? A 

0 K J 95 

* A J ID * 3 

WEST EAST 

* K Q 10 9 * 87 2 

V Q J 8 5 2 *7 K 10 9.fl 6 3 

0 7 4 ,.-.0 6 2 • - 

* 76 * K4 

SOUTH 

* A J 4 
9 4 

0 A Q 10 8 3 

* Q952 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 0 Pass 2 * Pass 

3 * Pass 4 0 Pass 

S 0 Pass Pas* Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

Timing is usually associated with 
physical sports. However, it is also 
vital in what the Dutch call “deok- 
sports,” — mind sports such as 
bridge and chess. Study this hand. 

Minor suits are the orphans of the 
bridge world — in duplicate bridge, 
they are all but forgot. Here, how- 
ever, there is do doubt that live of 
either minor is a better contract than 
three no trump. 


Against five diamonds. West led 
the top of his broken spade se- 
quence. As long as East can be kept 
off lead until the dub suit is set up, 
declarer is safe. But what if the dub 
king is offside? 

If the dub finesse is going to win, 
the contract is declarer-proof. If it 
doesn’t and dedaret takes the open- 
•; fog spade lead,. draw* trumps and 
then takes the dub finesse, he will 
go down as the cards lk. East will 
win the king and revert to spades, 
and the defenders can score two 
spade tricks for down one. 

Declarer can correct the timing by 
allowing West to hold the first trick. 
This maneuver, known as the Bath 
Coup for the English resort where it 
was first utilized, forces West to 
shift his attack or else allow declarer 
to win two spade tricks. 

Best is to shift to a club. The 
safest play f or declarer is to rise with 
the ace (to finesse risks a dub ruff), 
draw trumps in three rounds and 
then force out the king of dubs. 
Declarer wins the spade return with 
the ace and discards his rem ainin g 
spade cm dummy’s long club. In all, 
declarer wins two major-suit aces, 
five diamond tricks and four ebbs, 
losing only a trick in each black suit- 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



4 My doctor says if I stop kissing 
my boss’s feet, the swelling 
will go down in a few days.” 





I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|e by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Uns c ramble these tour Jumbles, 
one toner to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


VAL 


.EE 

I 


LELOH 



ill: 




BYSTUL 

1 


■ 
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SUTTRY 


nr 

T > 




WHAT THEY ©AIP 

rT WAS WHEN THAT 
RUSSIAN PAMCER 
TURNEP OUT TO BE 

A©PT- 

>| ■■ III — Ml 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ma surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by (to abort cartoon. 

» 


tom. a [TIIIU LLIJJ 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Jomtoktt Bare FRAUD tuxedo cousin 

Ah*mk: What to athletes cUd when they found 
thamadvec tn the haunted house— 

THEY “EXOnCBBT 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Williams leads diving qualifiers 

BOCA RATON (R) — Olympic bronze medallist Wendy Lian 
Williams led the qualifiers Saturday for the women's 10-metre 
platform finals Sunday at die U.S. Diving Championship. 
Williams, the defending champion, showed no signs of a torn 
ankle ligament suffered in January in scoring 41538 points for her 
eight dives at the Mission Bay Aquatic Centre. Wendy Wyland. 
who captured the platform bronze medal in the 1984 Olympics, 
was second and Colleen (Cokey) Smith, a University of Michigan 
'senior who was sixth in last year's Olympic trials finished third 
among the 12 qualifiers. Dave Pichler, a Ohio State sophomore, 
led the men qualifiers for the platform finals with what he called 
his “best performance ever.” Pichler scored 534.24 points to beat 
out Matt Scoggin by a fraction of a point. 

Lewis and company miss record 

WALNUT, California (R) — American Carl Lewis and his Santa 
Monica track dub teammates came dose but failed to set a world 
record in the 800-metre relay while winning the event at the Mt 
San Antonio college relays Saturday. Lewis anchored the team to 
a time of one minute and 20.54 seconds, just shy of the world 
record of “The handoff probably cost us a second,” said 

Lewis, referring to the handoff on the final leg of the race. Lewis, 
who won four gold medals at the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles 
and two golds at Seoul, was joined by 20-metre gold medallist Joe 
Deloach of the United States. Floyd Heard and Danny Everett 
were the other members of the Relayi team. As Everett 
approached for the final handoff, there appeared to be confusion 
over lane assignments and Lewis had to switch lanes to complete 
the final baton changeover. 


British pay silent tribute 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — 
From Scotland to southern Eng- 
land, thousands of soccer fans paid 
tribute Saturday to the 95 people 
killed a week earlier in Europe's 
worst stadium disaster. 

British league games kicked off 
at 3:06 p.m. (1406 GMT) — 
seven days to die minute since the 
Liverpool-N ottingham Forest cup 
semifinal was abandoned at a 
Sheffield stadium when dozens of 
fens were crushed in a surging 
crowd. 

The spectators observed a mi- 
nute of silence. 

In Sheffield, Liverpool and 
Nottingham, the three northern 
England cities united in sorrow, 
pedestrians halted and traffic 
stopped for one minute. In some 
areas trams halted and shops 
dosed briefly. 

In Nottingham, thousands 
paused in the streets and air-raid 
sirens were sounded. 


At Sheffield’s Hillsborough 
stadium, more than 1,000 people 
gathered outside the gates where 
a crowd of fens surged into the 
stands a week ago and created a 
crush that killed 95 Liverpool 
supporters. 

Inside were 300 relatives and 
friends of those who bad died. 

The bells of Liverpool's Metro- 
politan cathedra] rang ont at 3 
p.m. (1400 GMT) and continued 
for six minutes. 

At Anfield Stadium, home 
ground of the Liverpool team 
whose fans were killed, no game 
was played. Nearly half the field 
was carpeted with flowers, mid 
the standing-room terraces were 
covered in team scarves and other 
tributes. 

The government has set up a 
public inquiry into the disaster, in 
addition to a separate police in- 
vestigation into handling of the 
disaster. 
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S3S HOROSCOPE 

• As Charted ByiThefGarroU Righter Astrological Foundation 


• -GENERAL;. TENDENCIES:* 
■Unexpected diwuptians could occur-' ■ 
. moat of the day. Attention spans 
■ are short and mental processes 
slow. Don’t let small mistakes ruin 
an otherwise great day. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 You 

and have that drive to be a winner. 
You will get to the top. Guard 
against moves that are daring 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 201 
Determination can cany your re- 
cant project to a successful coodu- 
aion. Loyalty is an issue when yon 
ac cept others at face value. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Yon can form romantic connections 
by exercising your conversational 
gifts. Mental skills ore at a high 
point. Use them to your advantage. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) A humble attitude mil help 
you when you must make the right 
contribution. Socialising with co- 
workers may not go as planned. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You may 
be emotionally impulsive. Unwise 
derisions affect yonr time schedule, 
drain your bnergy, and can cause 
other problems. Use time wisely. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Im- 
portant business meetings ace more 
favorable and revealing than an- 
ticipated. Reorganise your 
priorities. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Open 


your feelings and be receptive 
toward a mutual admirer bearing a - 

E rie surprise. Act in your own 
t interest. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Hie mix of business and pleasure 
lacks any real advantage. Aroused 
sensual feelings make it hard to 
relax. Recognize your own talents. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21} Excessive playtime caOs for 
extra care for a tired body. Study 
for career advancement. Enjoy and 
share knowledge with others. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Promote your ideas, and don't let 
fear of the results stop you. Falling 
in love right now would bo frosting 
on the cake. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Look your best today. You have 
your eye set on someone. Don't fall 
into the desire pit unless you know 
your lover is there to catch you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Colorful people crowd your life. 
Reorganize your time, and take ad- 
vantage of great friends and ac- 
tivities. Domestic interests perk up. 
If Your Child Is Born Today 
He or she will be talented ana a 
natural teaebe with an interest in 
law, justice and working with peo- 
ple. Your child wfl! love animals and 
the outdoors, plus be attracted to 
what is honest and natural- Luck 
will always appear when needed. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgenson 


ACROSS 
1 Attired 
5 Way 

9 On oos*s own 

13 Vex 

14 Author John 
La — 

15 Appeal 

IB kmra town 

17 Be of use 

18 Uproar 

19 Chin, uprialng 

22 Dfsenoanber 

23 Horae color 

24 Xmas caller 
27 — Vegas 

29 Aviator Bilbo 

33 Yale students 

34 Parent 

35 Foot part 

36 Harrison 

$7 Cyrano’s love 

39 Deserter 

40 Very cold 

42 Negative 
prefix 

43 Lay oH 

44 Aft end 

45 YotutQSlar 

46 Antelope 

47 Stravinsky 

48 Literary 
TfflliffH on 

50 Ridding of 
pdlMUl 
57 Doha 
component 
SB Happening 
.58 Hack 
80 Band in 
heraldry 

61 Cud* up 

62 Sign 

63 Beginning 

64 Actess 
Thompson 

6$ Glass section 

DOWN 
1 'Seafood 

2 VIP transport 

3 Author 
Haley 

4 Gobi and 
Sshwa 

5 Fix reads 

6 Swift steed 


sama ammm 



e nse TiSmm Metfla Soteeah ine. 
All RigMs Ravened 


7 Those who 
attempt 

8 Word to DoBy 
8 Dashes 

10 Mefenga 

11 Ponce de — 

12 Grain 
14 Funny one 

20 Narrow inlet 

21 Stager Frankie 

24 Bondmen 

25 VTgflant 

26 Htseddrsseed 
msfl 

27 Bagel flIBng 

28 kmra raflgfout 
group 

30 fonar courts 

31 Hear 

32 Chose 

34 Up-to-date 

35 Country hotel 

37 A Stair 

38 Show assent 48 Dseds 
41 Ground 50 Extreme 

43 Aircraft carrier 51 Fr. magazine 
45 Minor details 52 Wan) off 


VBst»nlsY*s Puzzle Sahretfc 


nno nnnnn nnnra 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnimfiran nnn 
nnnn nnnnnncin 
□nn nrannn nnnnn 
nnnn nan annn 
nnnnn nnnran rann 
unnaaann nnan 
nnn nnanatin 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnonnnna nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnran nnn 


48 Sp. queen 
48 Equestrian 


53 Actress 
Swenson 

54 Camara" 

55 Yoked team 

56 IX 

57 Distress 
call 


Berger ‘slightly burnt’ in 275 kph fireball 


San Marino Grand Prix held up 


IMOLA, Italy (AP) — Austrian driver Gerhard 
Berger suffered minor bums but no serious injury 
when his Ferrari crashed into the wall and burst into 
flames Sunday at the San Marino Formula One 
Grand Prix. 

Senna of Brazil in a McLaren- 

Hcrada. 

The race, the second event of 
the world Formula One cham- 
pionship, was suspended after the 
crash and had not yet restarted 30 
minutes after the acci de nt. 

Berger, who was in fifth place, 
failed to make the big curve at die 
beginning of the track just 
beyond the finish line. It is the 
same curve where Brazilian driver 
Nelson Piquet spun out four years 
ago, suffering only minor in- 
juries. 

Berger, who made his Formula 
One debut in 1984, has competed 
in 70 Grand Prix races, winning 
four. His last victory came last 
September in the Italian Grand 
Prix at Monza. 

Berger, in fourth position after 
two laps, appeared to lose control 
of his car at the end of the straight 


Roberto Mosetto, the director 
of the Imola antodrome, said 
Berger was conscious and had 
suffered only minor burns. He 
said the driver asked doctors to 
remove his fire-retardant suit 
which had become soaked with 
fuel. 

Berger spun off the trade and 
into the wall at the beginning of 
the fourth lap at a point where 
the cars are travelling dose to 
maximum speed. Track officials 
said his car was engulfed in 
flames for 23 seconds. 

Track officials said firefighters 
reached the wreckage in 12 
seconds and put the flames out 23 
seconds after the accident. 

At the time of the accident, 
Berger, who started the race in 
the third row, was in fifth place 
about nine seconds behind the 
leader, world champion Ayrton 


as he approached the long Tam- 
barello curve. 

The car went straight on off the 
track, across the grass verge and 
into the trackside barrier. It span 
along the hairier in a cloud of 
dustoefore coming to a bait and 
then bursting into flames. 

About 20 seconds passed be- 
fore the fire-fighting emergency 
services arrived to extinguish the 
fire. 

The race was stopped with 
Brazilian Ayrton Senna leading 
his McLaren teammate Alan 
Prost at the time. 

Beiger was taken by ambu- 
lance to the circuit medical 
centre. 

Eye witnesses reported the 
driver did not lose consciousness 
during or after the crash. He was 
reported to be speaking and 
saying that he hurt but could not 
desenbe where he was hurt. 

Berger was driving at about Z75 
kph when the accident hap- 
pened on the faster section of 
the circuit, dose to the point 
where Brazilian Nelson Piquet 
crashed two years ago during 


practice. 

Berger’s father Hans Berber 
told journalists that his son 
not suffered any obvious . 
tures following a preliminary 
aminatfon but baa severe bun. 
to his hands and arms. 

The fire was reported to haw 
been extinguished less than 25 
seconds after Berger’s car fir>* 
burst into flames. 

Ferrari team director Cesure 
Ron, who went immediately to 
the medical centre, said Berger's 
condition was stable. He added it 
was remarkable the driver bud 
not been more seriously hurt. 

The race resumed after a delay 
of about threeq carters of an hour 
and was being run over 55 laps. 

One of the trade doctors who 
treated Berger told Italian televi- 
sion: “Berger is talking in a lucid 
manner. We should not be exces- 
sively worried.” 

He said the driver had hit his 
bead when the Ferrari crashed 
and had burns to his right hand. 

The doctor said Berger would 
be taken to a local hospital for 
checks by a neurological surgeon. 


Rookie loses 
chance by 
too much 
enthusiasm 


NEW YORK 
rookie John Smoltz 


— Atlanta 
[y wanted 


a complete game, but he had to 
settle for just a win. 

“It was one of those situations 
where I was too pumped up," he 
said Saturday night alter pitching 
three-hit ball over eight innings to 
lead the Atlanta Braves past the 
San Diego Cadres 5-1. 

Smoltz was within three outs of 
his first complete game when Jose 
Alvarez took over to start the 

ninth 

“I would have Hked to go the 
distance,” Smoltz sard. “I nod of 
figured I lost that myself. I did 
waste too much energy in the 
eighth.” 

Smoltz, 3-1, struck out five and 
walked five. He worked ont of an 
eighth-inning jam when he issued 
two walks before Marvell Wynne 
sent Dion James to the fence for a 
leaping catch that ended the in- 
ning. 

Ed Whitson, 2-2, allowed five 
hits, walked three and struck out 
two in six innings. 

'Jack Clark hit his third homer 
of the season in the fourth but 
Atlanta went ahead with in the 
fifth on Jeff Blauser’s RBI angle 
and Dion James' run-scoring 
groundout. 

Paul O'Neill singled home the 
winning run in the 10th inning. 
Leading Gnrinatti to a 5-4 vic- 
tory over the Houston Astros. 
The Reds had been shut out in 
their previous three games. . 

- Sid Fernandez pitched four-hit 
ball for eight-plus inning s and 
Keith Hernandez hit his second 
home run of the season as the 
New York Mets beat the Chicago 
Cubs 3-1. 

Junior Ortiz's sacrifice fly 
drove in the go-ahead ran in the 
eighth inning and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates beat the Philadelphia 
Phillies 4-3. 


Sabatint struggles into final 


LARGO (R) — Top seeded Gab- 
riela Sabatini of Argentina faced 
a struggle, but held off fourth 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez of Spain 
6-4, 6-4 Saturday in the cgmifinnk 
of the 5200,000 Tampa Womens 
Open. 

Sabatini advanced into 
Sunday's championship match, 
where she will meet eighth 
seeded Conchita Martinez of 
Spain. Martinez needed just 59 
minutes to drug Sandra Cecchini 
of Italy 6-0, 6-0. 

Martinez, ranked 25th in the 
world, is optimistic about her 
chances to upset Sabatini.* 

“Sabatini looks like she is real- 
ly tired,” said Martinez, 17. “1 
have more possibilities to win 
now. Fm going to play like I 
always do. There is no pressure 
on me.” 


Although Sanchez has lost all 
six of her career meetings with 
Sabatini in straight sets, Satur- 
day’s match was highly competi- 
tive. 

“Even though 1 lost, I enjoyed 
the match,” Sanchez said. “She 
played very good. She’s tongh. 
Next time, maybe Z can beat 
her.” 

Sanchez rallied from a 5-2 de- 
ficit in the second set. She won 
the next two games, fighting off 
two match points on Sabatini’s 
serve in the ninth game. 

Just when Sanchez appeared to 
have the momentum, Sabatini 
struck back. Sabatini broke San- 
chez’s serve at love to clinch the 
match. 

“Sanchez has improved a lot,’' 
said Sabatini, ranked third in the 
world. She has a game that 


Wakfhuri sprints to win marathon 


LONDON (R) — Kenya’s world 
champion Douglas Wakiihuri 
surged to the front over the final 
400 metres to win the ninth Lon- 
don marathon Sunday in a per- 
sonal best two hours nine minutes 
and three seconds. 

Wakiihuri, the Olympic silver- 
medallist, was one of a group of 
three who dropped the other 
leading contenders in tire final 
stages of the 42.195 kms event, 
ratted in ideal cool, overcast con- 
ditions. 

Australian commonwealth 
bronze medallist Steve 
Moneghetti was second in 2:09.06 
and Ahmed Salah of Djibouti, 
one place behind Wakiihuri in 
both the 1987 world cham- 
pionships and last year’s Seoul 
Olympics, third in 2:09.09. 

As the trio raced near the 
houses of parliament, Salah 
appeared to have a slight edge. 

But as they approached the 
finish on Westminster Bridge 
Wakiiburi, who had run with 
impressive composure through- 
out, accelerated to win easily with 
a broad smile across his face. 

Moneghetti overtook Salah, 
who faded over the final metres. 


The women’s race was won by 
French-bom Briton Veronique 
Marot in a personal best time of 
2,25.56. 

Polish champion Wanda Panfill 
was second with a national record 
time of 2:27:05 and Portugal’s 
Aurora Cunha, who led for most 
of the race, was third in 2:28:11. 

WaJtiihtni,; 25, -who lives in 
Japan and who trained in New 
Zealand for nine weeks before 
Sunday’s race, later described the 
conditions as perfect for 
marathon running. 

Asked what he thought of 
Moneghetti, Wakiihuri replied: 
“He’s good but he’s not as.good 
as Salah. Salah is very tough so I 
had to be very careful about 
him .” 

The early pace in the men’s 
race was set by Briton Nick Rose, 
an experienced half-maratbon ex- 
ponent. 

Rose took the leaders through 
the halfway stage in 1:04:42 but 
already it was dear that the 
course best of 2:08:16 was unlike- 
ly to be bettered. 

At 30 km Moneghetti headed a 
leading group of eight but the 
26-year-old Australian lost 30 
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LET 5 TRY TO MAKE IT A 
NICE FRIENDLY GAME... 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 

f ASK ANY COR HElL 
TELLUS HOWTO 
GET THERE/ 



Andy Capp 
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IVE FOUND JUST 
THE JOB FDR HIM, 
FLO - BUT I'LL 
BET/tfFFJNtsS 
- 9QVIETHING- 
WRONG WITH IT 






bothers people a lot. 1 just kept 
fighting. I played well on (he 
important points. That’s what a 
top player does.” 

Sabatini will need to play well 
against Martinez, who has lost 
only 10 games m her four matches 
at the tournament. 

“I am playing well right now," 
Martinez said. “I had perfect 
tactics today (against Cecchini). 1 
was surprised by the outcome, 
but I played without mistakes." 

Meanwhile, Cecchini said she 
just wanted to forget about her 
performance. 

“I feel like didn't even- play a 
match,” Cecchini said. “I feel 
like I just practiced for a half i 
hour. She didn’t miss anything j 
the whole match. It was just me * 
missing, missing, missing." 


metres at a drinks station unci 
Salah was able to slip to the front. • 

With five km to go Saluh. 
Moneghetti and Wakiihuri were 1 
on their own and victory went Jo 
the man with the fastest finish. 

Wakiihuri is now looking > 
ward to the northern track &e.. •• ■. 
and then to next year's Common- 
wealth games' marathon in Auck- 
land, New Zealand. 

Marot, a 33-year-old solicitor 
who missed the Seoul Olympics, 
ran a well-judged race to over- 
haul Cunha. 

Cunha. winner of la<t u-ur’s 
Tokyo and Paris marathon v had 
set a fierce early pact ! she 
faded and was pleased *«.* >*• ! on 
for their place. 

Among the 3CU»K»-p:us • - 
ners taking part in the w.-.ri.. . 
largest mass participation r::ce. 
was a group of about IU0 Liver 
pool soccer club supporters. 

Singing the Liveipool Terr, 
song “you’ll never walk ;.!• v.e 
they were warmly applauded *\i 
the thousands of spectators in a 
tribute to the 95 fens who wen- 
crashed to death in last week'- 
Hillsborough Stadium dis i-.er. 
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France on the spot 
over Kampuchea guns 


BANGKOK (R) — France, seek- 
ing a peacemaker role in Kam- 
puchea and expanded contacts 
with Indochina, has been put on 
the spot by reports it sent nine 
tonnes of weapons to opposition 
leader Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
in Paris said reports that France 
sent arms to Sihanouk's Kam- 
puchean guerrilla group were 
“totally groundless." 

In Bangkok, the Thai armed 
forces chief-of-staff said he was 
equally certain the reports were 
true. General Sunthom Kong- 
sompong told The Nation news- 
paper a shipment had arrived 
from France and was meant- to 
boost the guerrillas' morale. 

Thai Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan, usually loquacious 
on the subject of Indochina, 
seemed to come down on both 
sides at once. He questioned the 
veracity of the report but told 
reporters: “Nine tonnes of 
weapons are meaningless 
anyway." 

There has been no explanation 
for the contradiction in the ex- 
changes last week. 

They followed statements by 
Western diplomats here that 
France was pumping in arms for 
the exiled prince, championed by 
the West as a key figure in any 


Kampuchea settlement. 

The diplomats said that France 
delivered anti-tank and automatic 
weapons, ammunition, radio and 
other equipment to aThat military 
base to be handed on to Siha- 
nouk. 

Sunthorn said France bad re- 
quested landing permission and 
passage of the weapons to Siha- 
nouk's forces and a shipment had 
arrived. 

The reports ruffled the surface 
calm that masks hectic diplomatic 
manoeuvring over Kampuchea, 
whose next step is a meeting 
between Sihanouk and Kam- 
puchean Prime Minister Hun Sen 
in Jakarta May 2. 

Diplomats said they could 
jeopardise France's growing 
efforts to regain the political in- 
itiative in its former imperial do- 
main of Indochina and to play a 
pivotal role in the settlement of 
the 10-year conflict. 

Vietnam, which announced 
April 5 it was pulling all its forces 
out of Kampuchea by September, 
expressed dismay at the weekend 
that any Western country should 
deliver weapons to the guerrillas 
at this stage. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Nban Dan, while carefully 
avoiding naming France, said any 
weapons supplies now would only 
prolong the conflict. 


Fishermen skim more 
oil than ships in Alaska 

HOMER, Alaska (R> — A huge 
Soviet oil-skimming ship has 
joined Alaskan fishermen using 
bait buckets to dean up oil horn 
the worst spill in U.S. history. 

Free-lance fishermen, told that 
Exxon Corp was offering a $5 
a gallon bounty for oil brou- 
ght to five collection barges, 
headed their small boats out into 
rough seas from ports along the 
coast to try their luck. 

A U.S. coast guard spokesman 
here said Saturday the fishermen, 
wielding buckets they normally 
use for bait, so far had been more 
productive than the 133-metre, 

10,260-tonne Vaydaghubsky — 
the world's largest oil-skimming 
vessel. 

The Soviet ship left Seward, a 
fishing port south of Anchorage, 
two days ago, but reported its 
first recovery of oil only later 
Friday night. 

“They had some problems get- 
ting started, getting their booms 
out in heavy seas and stuff like 
that." a coast guard spokesman 
said. "Our man on board said 
that so far they had picked up 500 
gallons, but the captain was opti- 
mistic that he could get a lot more 
today.” 

The coast guard is monitoring 
the ship's activities and Exxon is 
paying S 15. 000 a day to charter it. 

So far the rag-tag bucket brigade 
of bounty-hunting fishermen 
have collected far more oil in just 
a few davs. 


An Exxon official in this fishing 
port said several thousand gallons 
had been recovered by the fisher- 
men, who scoop it out of the 
water after pushing it together 
with booms. He said some collec- 
tion barges were receiving the 
fishermen's small buckets of oil 
faster than they could handle it. 

Homer, which lies near the 
head of cook inlet some 480 
kilometres from Bligh island 
where the Exxon Valdez went 
aground on March 24, is the latest 
Alaskan port to be swamped by 
oil spill workers. Exxon, which 
plans to hire 4,000 to help in the 
dean-up, posted hiring notices 
here Saturday. 

An Exxon offidal said Satur- 
day that only about a third of the 
more than 10 million gallons that 
came from the Exxon Valdez was 
still drifting, carried by tides, 
winds and currents south and 
west from Prince William Sound. 

He said the rest had either 
evaporated, "been burned, dis- 
persed, recovered, sunk to the 
bottom or washed ashore. 

Exxon's damage control plan 
calls for cleaning up some 560 
kilometres of shoreline by this 
summer, although environmen- 
talists say that the gummy crude 
oil has already soiled well over 
1,600 kilometres of coastline, kil- 
led thousands of birds and at least 
200 sea otters and threatens other 
animals and the future of the 
lucrative fishing industry. 


rebels seek to 
boost anti-bases push 


MANILA (R) — Communist re- 
bels called for a national alliance 
Sunday to remove U.S. military 
bases from the Philippines. 

The communist-led National 
Democratic Front (NDF) made 
the call two days after rebels shot 
dead a U.S. colonel helping Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquinos govern- 
ment in anti-insurgency techni- 
ques. 

The rebels, said by the military 
to control or influence 20 per cent 
of the country, said they were 
ready to form “a progressive 
coalition government" with poli- 
tical parties, groups or individuals 
opposed to the presence of U.S. 
bases in the Philippines. 

“Major traditional political 
parties and independent groups 
could form an alliance with the 
National Democratic forces for 
the immediate dismantling of the 
U.S. military bases and total 
opposition to U.S. intervention in 
the nation's affairs," the NDF 
said in a statement sent to news 
offices. 

The NDF is an alliance of 13 


underground leftist groups 
spearheaded by the Communist 
Party and its military wing, the 
New People’s Army (NPA). 

Leaders of the country's tradi- 
tional parties could not be 
reached for comment but are 
expected to reject the rebel offer, 
being anti-communist and largely 
conservative in outlook, political 
analysts said. 

The NDF repeated its boast it 
could seize power “within the 
next decade." 

It called on its units around the 
country to hasten the formation 
of revolutionary councils in the 
provinces “until the provisional 
revolutionary government is 
proclaimed." 

The NDF accused the Aquino 
government of intensifying the 
insurgency war to “serve Amer- 
ican interests.*’ 

Politicians and newspapers 
Sunday warned against any ex- 
pansion of U.S. involvement in 
the anti-insurgency campaign in 
the wake of the killing of Colonel 
James Rowe. 



Him*— students carrying wreaths march in Peking’s Turns omen Square in a pro-democracy 


memorial service for Hn Yaobang 


Riots rock China 


PEKING (R) — Rioting rocked two Chinese provin- 
cial capitals after the fiineral of former Communist 
Party leader Hu Yaobang, official reports said 
Sunday. 


Rioters in Xian, southwest of 
Peking, attacked government 
buildings Saturday, injuring 130 
armed police, the New China 
News Agency reported from the 
Shaanxi provincial capital. 

No deaths were reported, the 
agency said. 

In the southern city of Chang- 
sha. demonstrators attacked and 
injured police, wrecked and 
looted shops and “threatened the 
safety of lives and property,” 
Hunan province radio said. 

A Westerner said that at one 
point, about 1,000 people man- 
aged to enter the Communist 
Party headquarters in the city. 

The violent anti-government 
protests followed a week of de- 
monstrations in Peking in which 
thousands of students confronted 
police and government officials 
with demands for freedom and 
democracy. 

More than 50,000 students 
Saturday defied government 
edicts and massed in the city's 
huge Tiananmen Square while 
the official funeral for Hu, whom 
the students have made the sym- 
bol of their demands, was held 
inside the adjacent National Con-. 


gress building. 

A few hours earlier, about 
100,000 crowded into the square 
in the biggest demonstration seen 
in the capital since 1976. 

Peking students disowned the 
violence in the provincial cities. 
Western eyewitnesses said the 
rioting crowds were made up of 
an explosive mixture of the un- 
employed and disaffected as well 
as students. 

“It was a chaotic mass of frus- 
trated people," a Western resi- 
dent of Changsha said. “It was 
the have-nots against the haves.” 

Witnesses said large crowds 
smashed shopfronts and com- 
mandeered buses and cars. 

“Normally quiet people seem 
to have burst into an angry vio- 
lent rage,” the Western resident 
said. 

Hunan was Hu's home pro- 
vince as well as the birthplace of 
Chairman Mao Tsetung, founder 
of communist China who died in 
1976. Both spent part of their 
youth in Changsha, the provincial 
capital. 

A Chinese tourist guide arriv- 
ing Sunday in Peking from Xian, 
an historic attraction which draws 


thousands of foreign tourists 
annually, said the trouble started 
after unemployed people joined 
students who had gathered in the 
main square to mourn Hu. 

A Western witness, contacted 
by telephone, said about 5,000 
people threw stones at police who 
retaliated by charging with 
batons, beating students. 

Western residents in Chengdu, 
capital of Sichuan province in the 
southwest, and Nanking, national 
capital under the pre-communist 
republic, reported days of student 
demonstrations in Hu’s honour. 
He died of a heart attack April 
15. 

Pelting students Sunday stayed 
on their campuses to organise a 
nationwide classroom strike. 
They said campus authorities bad 
cut off their telephone lines. 

Several thousand Peking resi- 
dents gathered around the monu- 
ment to the People’s Heroes in 
Tiananmen Square to read and 
copy down the statements, poems 
and eulogies to Hu pasted there 
by student activists. 

“Deng Xiaoping's officials 
have all got rich. Hu Yaobang's 
officials are all honest and up- 
right,” one handwritten poster 
said in a reference to China’s 
■paramount leader. 

Another asked: “China, where 
are you going next?" . . . 


Ortega turns to 
Europe for help 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaraguan 
President Darnel Ortega kit on a 
20-nation tour of Western 
Europe Saturday, saying it was a ■ 
critical time for Central Amer- 
ica's future. 

“We are living ata very impor- 
tant moment when a space has 
been opened which can dose if 
we don't act -quickly,” Ortega 
told a news conference shortly 
before leaving for France. 

“It depends on the Central 
American countries and on the 
international community whether 
this space opens further or 
whether it closes and the econo- 
mic, military and political situa- 
tion m the region worsens,” he 
said. 

Ortega is making his most ex- 
tensive trip to Western Europe, 
visiting France, Belgium, Spain, 
Greece, Italy, West Germany, 
Britain, Ireland, Norway and 
Sweden over more than two 
weeks. 

He is to meet French President 
Francois Mitterrand Monday and 
later hold talks with British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. It will be the leftist leader’s 
first meeting with both Thatcher 
and Kohl, Europe's foremost 
conservative leaden. 

Ortega said the main objectives 
of his trip were to seek interna- 
tional aid to help Nicaragua's 
war-ravaged economy and to per- 
suade European countries to 
pressure Central American states 
and the United States to respect 
Central American peace accords. 
Ortega signs censorship law 

Ortega sqpied a news media 
law Saturday that abolishes cen- 
sorship before publication and 
broadcast and the indefinite clo- 
sures of newspapers and radio 
stations. 

The new code does not autho- 
rise private television stations, 
which had been sought by opposi- 
tion groups, but “guarantees 
equal access to social and political 
groups” to government-run tele- 
vision. It also provides for penal- 
ties for disseminating information 
deemed contrary to state in- 
terests. 

The law was passed Friday by 
the National Assembly. 

Ortega signed it before leaving 
on a two-week tour of 11 Western 
European nations to seek aid for 
his cash-strapped Sandmista gov- 
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Daniel Ortega 
eminent. 

Ortega claimed the new law is 
one of tire most progressive in 
Latin America because it does 
not provide for fines or perma- 
nent shutdowns of news outlets. 
But it does provide for temporary 
suspensions. 

The president also said journal- 
ists work in greater security in 
Nicaragua than in other Central 
American nations, and he men- 
tioned El Salvador, where, he said 
they face “systematic terrorism.” 

t 

“In other countries in the re- 
gion, journalists, union leaders 
and opposition politicians are 
assassinated,” he told reporters 
after signing the law. 

Major provisions' of the new 
law include: 

— Penalties for disseminating 
information deemed contrary to 
the interests of the state, for 
“alterating” government news re- 
leases, c ommuni ques and other 
statements, and for the “trans- 
mission. diffusion, publication or 
projection of injurious, defama- 
tory or false information.” 

— Provisions for Interior 
Ministry closures of up. to four 
days. The ministiy also can order 
offending broadcasters or pub- 
lishers to issue retractions, clar- 
ifications or conections. Broad- 
casters and publishers will have 
the right to a hearing before 
sanctions are applied. 


Worldwide protests mark Earth Day 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Thousands of people from Hun- 
gary to Kansas marked the 20th 
annual Earth Day Saturday 
with protests against the Alaska 
tanker spill, ozone-destroying 
chemicals and other environ- 
mental concerns. 

Bot demonstrations fizzled in 
Sweden and India for lack of 
interest, and a rally in West 
Germany attracted less than 
100 people, officials said. 

In New York City, about 
1,000 demonstrators rallied at 
Exxon's midtown headquar- 
ters, then marched to the Un- 
ited Nations. Organisers esti- 
mated the crowd swelled to 
more than 5,000 people by the 


end of the march, bnt police pot 
the number at 2.500. 

The Exxon tanker Exxon 
Valdez ran aground near Val- 
dez, Alaska, March 24, spflluig 
38.2 million litres of erode oil 
into wildlife-rich Prince Wil- 
liam Sound in the worst such 
spill in American history. 

In a speech to demonstrators, 
activist Jeremy Rifkin said en- 
vironmental politics had 
changed dramatically since the 
first Earth Day in 1970. 

“AH of our previous environ- 
mental crises have been region- 
al in nature. Now we are ex- 
periencing for the first time a 
global environmental crisis,” 
Rifkin said. “The greenhouse 


effect, global wanning, ozone 
depletion, add rain and species 
extinction now threaten the en- 
tire planet and all the inhabi- 
tants that live in ft. 

“This is the first internation- 
al Earth Day,” be said, claim- 
ing it was the first time demon- 
strations were coordinated 
around the world. 

In Rome, about 1,000 people, 
including 40 environmentalists, 
cheered as 20 protesters dressed 
in cardboard costumes resemb- 
ling aerosol cans and refrigera- 
tors ran up the Spanish steps 
and smashed through a paper 
hoop symbolising the earth's 
ozone layer. 

The demonstration was in- 


tended to re-enact the creation 
of holes in the ozone layer by 
chlorofliiorocarbons. 

Ozone occurs naturally in the 
earth’s stratosphere and 
screens out harmful ultraviolet 
light from die sun. Studies have 
shown that ddocoflnorocarbans 
are breaking down the protec- 
tive barrier. 

In Budapest's Vorosmarty 
Square, several hundred people 
turned out for a demonstration. 
Demonstrators included Dona 
“Cicchdina” Staffer, a Hunga- 
rian-born porn actress and a 
radical party member of Italy’s 
parliament, and Nobel Prize- 
winning biophysicist Maurice 
B.F. Wilkins of Britain. 


Near Wichita, Kansas, about 
1,200 people gathered outside 
chemical plants owned by 
Racon Incorporated and Vul- 
can chemicals to demand they 
stop using chtorofhinrocarbons 
within a year. 

According to environmental- 
ists, Racon is one of five U.S. 
companies that produce the 
chemicals and Vokan is mqjor 
supplier to those businesses. 

Spokesmen for the two com- 
panies said a ban on chlorof- 
tuorocarbons is not realistic be- 
cause reliable alternatives have 
not been found, and that the 
chemical industry is spending 
billions of dollars trying to find 
other substances. 


U.S. Supreme Court takes up abortion issue 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Supreme Court plans to 
hear arguments this week on 
limiting or even ending women's 
right to receive an abortion in the 
United States, taking up one of 
the most dosely watched issues in 
America. 

The arguments begin Wednes- 
day in the case of a 1986 Missouri 
Law that prohibits the use of 
public funds for abortions and 
declares that human life begins at 
conception. 

Missouri officials — with the 
backing of President George 
Bush — have asked the nine 
justices to overturn or substan- 
tially limit a landmark 1973 deri- 
sion which legalised abortion. 


In that ruling, known as Roe 
versus Wade, the Supreme Court 
ruled by a 7-2 vote that women 
have the right to receive an abor- 
tion. 

Reversal of the 1973 ruling 
would allow the states to more 
stringently restrict access to abor- 
tions, or even ban virtually all 
abortions. 

The challenge to Roe versus 
Wade has ignited protests across 
the country and flooded the court 
with tens of thousands of letters 
and hundreds of daily telephone. 

“If Roe (versus Wade) is re- 
versed, the nation’s whole politic- 
al landscape could change,” said 
Kate Michelman, executive direc- 
tor of the National Abortion 


Rights Action League 
(NARAL). 

But James Bopp, general coun- 
sel of the Anti-Abortion National 
Right to Life Committee, be- 
lieves U.S. law governing abor- 
tion will be changed to some 
extent. 

“Roe versus Wade is doomed 
at some point in the foreseeable 
future,” he said. 

The court’s decision is ex- 
pected by July. 

Among the issues in the case is 
a Missouri regulation requiring 
doctors in some instances to de- 
termine whether the fetus is vi- 
able. If such a determination is 
made, the Missouri rule says the 
doctor must perform the abortion 


in a way best designed to preserve 
fetal life. 

An infant brought into the 
world after only 24 weeks of 
gestation faces a struggle to sur- 
vive. The lungs, heart, brain, 
liver and digestive system are 
only partially formed and not yet 
ready to live unaided outside the 
womb. 

Only three members of the 
original Roe versus Wade major- 
ity remain on the court — Justices 
Harry Blackmun, William Bren- 
nan and Tburgood Marshall. 
Each supported the 1973 decision 
in subsequent rulings. 

Justice John Paul Stevens,. who 
joined the court in 1975, also 
backs the 1973 ruling. The two 


1973 dissenters, now-chief Justice 
William Rehnquist and Justice 
Byron White, still oppose the 
ruling. 

Any significant, retreat from 
Roe versus Wade will have to 
attract die three most junior jus- 
tices — Sandra Day O'Conner, 
Antonin Scalia and Anthony Ken- 
nedy. All are appointees of for- 
mer president RonaldReagan, an 
outspoken critic of the high 
court’s abortion rulings. 

Scalia and Kennedy have not 
yet ruled in any abortion cases 
while on the court, but they are 
believed to favour cutting back 
abortion rights. O'Connor's posi- 
tion on women’s right to abortion 
is unknown. 
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Scandal tour dishes up the dirt on the U.S. capital 


By Anne Senior 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Amid the 
splendour of Washington's 
monuments and the pristine 
order of its parks, there has 
always been dirt to dish up and 
mud to sling. 

The U.S. capital, planned as 
a citadel of American ideals, 
has seen its fair share of scan- 
dal — and now there is a 
special tour of the scenes of its 
disgrace. 

fV.: Vi^hinghm Scan- 
dal v sit' .f, by bus 

to tile i-.i-j o\ political undoing 
and sexual indiscretion that 
have rocked governments, des- 
troyed careers and wrecked 
lives. 


Tour guides supply a liberal 
dose of political satire and 
rumour to provide all the ele- 
ments of a typical blockbuster 
novel — power, lust, envy and 
revenge. 

One tour highlight is the 
Watergate residential com- 
plex, where a bungled break-in 
at Democratic Party head- 
quarters in 1972 led to the nrin 
of Richard Nixon's presidency 
two years later. 

Another stop is the town- 
house where Gary Hart, then 
a contender roi the 1988 
Democratic presidential 
nomination, entertained mode] 
Donna Rice unaware that re- 
porters were lurking outside. 

The bus stops by a White 
House office building where 


Oliver North, a former 
Reagan aide who has been on 
trial for his part in the Iran- 
contra affair, shredded classi- 
fied documents with his loyal 
assistant. Fawn Hall, as inves- 
tigators closed in. 

The tour is the work of a 
Washington-based political 
comedy troupe known as 
Gross National Product 
(GNP). The jaunt started as an 
advertisement for GNP’s 
shows but soon proved popular 
in its own right. 

Rick London, GNP’s pro-’ 
ducer, .said there had hcen so 
much interest in the Saturday 
afternoon trip that the group 
plans to schedule another cir- 
cuit every Sunday. 

On a rainy Saturday after- 
noon recently, out-of-towners. 


a few journalists and a West 
German film crew packed the 
bus. 

“We just want to laugh a 
little,” said Donna Daly, 33, 
when asked her reasons for 
spending $20 on the tour. 
Daly, an advertising executive 
from Chicago, wanted some- 
tiling more lively than the 
usual tour of buildings and 
monuments. 

Actors playing scandal-mak- 
ers, schemers and assorted 
political figures enliven the 
trip. 

Scandal-seekers are wel- 
comed aboard the bus by 
Marilyn Monroe (actress 
Helen van Hook), who was 
reputed to have had an affair 
with President John F. Ken- 
nedy (JFK). Although she is a 


scandal hostess. “Monroe” 
gives away no secrets about her 
reported liaisons with JFK and 
his brother Robert. 

Her partner for the trip is a 
President George Bush look- 
like who leads the assembly in 
a pledge of allegiance to the 
Republican Party — rather 
than to the U.S. flag. 

Vice President Dan Quayle, 
alias actor John Hargrove, 
makes an appearance with wife 
Marilyn, who despite a demure 
outfit looks suspiciously like 
the tour's other Marilyn. 

“Mrs. Quayle” says she is on 
hand to squelch any resurgence 
of rumour about impropriety 
between her husband and a 
female lobbyist during a golf-' 
ing trip a few years ago. 

When the scandal tour first 


started last summer, its star 
performer impersonated 
Ronald Reagan who was presi- 
dent then. The material is up- 
dated to reflect the changing 
political scene. 

In the past the group has had 
a Nixon look-like sing “The 
Way We Were” outside 
Watergate. Democratic pres- 
idential nominee Michael 
Dukakis has also been carica- 
tured. 

Since Bush named his 
cabinet team there has been 
plenty of material for the tour’s 
‘writers, said London. “They 
practically write our scripts for 
us,” be said. 

The troupe models its quick- 
fire humour on the sketch tech- 
nique of the British comedy- 
team Monty Python. It hopes 


London - later this year and' 
plans similar projects In New 
York, Boston, Rome - and 
Pare. 

London denies that the tour 
is a form of mud-slinging “gut- 
ter journalism.” We’re an arc- 
hive,” be said, adding that the 
tour has turned up a number of 
interesting facts. 

For example, he said, 80 per' 
cent of the sex scandals investi- 
gated for the tour involved 
Democrats, while Republican 
politicians were linked with 90 
per cent of financial scandals. . 

So what does that say about 
American politics? 

“I suppose Republicans 
spend a lot of time making 
money, and well, we can im- 
agine the rest,” said London. 



Opera singer returns 
to Covent Garden . 

'LONDON (R) — Spanish tenor 
Jose Carreras returned in 
triumph to London’s. Royal 
Opera House Tuesday after a 
three-year absence caused by his 
long fight against leukaemia. Car- 
reras, 42, won at least 10 standing 
ovations — - the first before he 
even began his two-hour song 
recital — as a packed house 
dapped, cheered, stamped and 
showered the stage with flowers. 
Carreras, diagnosed in 1987 as 
suffering .from leukaemia, de- 
lighted the Covent Garden audi- 
ence with a series of songs and 
Arias rangin g from the romantic 
to the religious. The singer, who 
now devotes part of his income to 
an international foundation he 
has set up to fight leukaemia, will 
make a full comeback at Covent 
Garden at a later date. 

Minnelli’s dog 
moves 

bureaucracy’s 

wheels 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A pro- 
secutor said Tuesday he was con- 
sidering whether formal charges 
will be filed accusing entertainer 
Liza Minnelli of bringing her dog 
into Sweden in violation of stria 
quarantine laws. Customs police 
seized Minnelli's cairn temer at a 
Stockholm hotel April 11 after 
her arrival on a tour with singers 
Frank Sinatra and Sammy Davis, 
Jr. Dogs brought to Sweden must 
be put in quarantine for four 
months, a measure credited with 
keeping the ■ country free of 
rabies. Minnelli, who came by 
bus from the Netherlands, said 
she had been misinfo rmed about 
the rules. Inspector Stig Tbelberg 
said at the time that “Liza is 
guilty of smuggling” in violation 
of the quarantine laws. Officials 
allowed the dog to be sent on to 
Paris while Minnelli stayed to 
perfonrrr Meanwhile, the inves- 
tigation into the “Lilly” affair' 
contiued. “I expea to get the 
necessary documents from the 
customs police in two to three 
weeks, then I will decide to file 
arges or not,” public prosecu- 
tor Bjame Rosen said in a tele- 
phone interview. Swedish law 
would require Minnelli, if con- 
victed of smnlling, to pay a fine in 
proportion to her income. Rosen 
said the American entertainer 
had deposited a “substantial smn 
of money” pending the outcome 
of the case, but declined to say 
bow much. 

Texas father wins 
support case of 
Soviet child 


GALVESTON. Texas (AP) — A 
jurist dismissed the case against a 
man being sued for child support 
payments to a daughter living in 
the Soviet Union. Despite the 
action of special master Greg 
Harrison, George Hallak, a na- 
tive of Palestine, said he plans to 
continue sending money and clo- 
thing to his 12-year-old daughter, 
Nelly, through friends. “It’s a 
father's obligation." Hallak said 
as he held up a receipt for $400 he 
sent Nelly in December. “I’m still 
going to care for her.” Hallak, 
who now lives near Houston, met 
and married Loudmila Kasatkina 
wbile he was a student at a 
Moscow University. Their daugh- 
ter was born in 1976. Hallak came 
to the United States in 1982 
hoping his wife and daughter 
would follow. When they did not, 
he was granted a divorce by a 
Texas court in 1985 Attorney 
General Jim Mattox said his 
office took the case against Hal- 
lak at die behest of the Soviet 
Union's Association of Lawyers, 
which represents Hallak’s ex- 
wife. Mattox said his office helps 
children po matter what country 
they livein Hallak said he fought 
the lawsuit because he believes 
money he sends his daughter via 
the Soviet bureaucracy will end 
up in the pockets of everyone but 
his daughter. 
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